SKETCHES
SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

4SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE

FALL 2017

MISSION
EXCHANGE
//17
1

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE
• Irma response and relief
• Pathfinder Camporee Recap
• Church Planting

A MISSION-DRIVEN CONFERENCE...

EDITORIAL STAFF

Publisher: Gregory O. Mack
Editor: Christopher C. Thompson
Managing Editor: Keitha Hatcher
Design & Layout: OA.Blueprints
________________________________

4SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE

SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE
ADMINISTRATION
Gregory O. Mack
PRESIDENT

could often tell when my mother was really serious because she
would say something like, “I’m
only gonna say this once.”

Michael K. Owusu, D.Min.
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Whenever she said that you better
listen up and take note because the
words that follow would carry with
them the full weight of her authority as the head of the house, and the
promise of a just reward (or, in most
cases, retribution).

Robert Patterson, Jr.
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
Clarence L. Wright
MINISTERIAL DIRECTOR
Prince E. Lewis
DIRECTOR of YOUTH MINISTRIES
Nicola McClymont, DBA
DIRECTOR of HUMAN RESOURCES
Barbara E. Davis, Ed.D.
SUPERINTENDENT of EDUCATION
Mark A Brown, D.Min.
DIRECTOR of HEALTH/FAMILY
LIFE MIN.
David Peay
DIRECTOR of COMMUNITY
SERVICES
Mithra Williams
DIRECTOR of WOMEN’S//
PRAYER MIN.
Nicolas Louis
DIRECTOR of HAITIAN MIN.

2

Editorial
I

Roger Alvarez
Director of HISPANIC MIN.
Juan Gonzalez
DIRECTOR of STEWARDSHIP//
TRUSTS MIN.
Pierre Francois
DIRECTOR of SS/CHILDREN’S MIN.
Theus Young
DIRECTOR of PUBLISHING MIN.
Christopher C. Thompson, D.Min.
DIRECTOR of COMMUNICATION/IT
________________________________
SKETCHES is published by the
Communication & Technology
department of Southeastern
Conference of Seventh-day
Adventist.
Email: communications@secsda.org

My mother raised six biological children (three boys and three girls)
and one adopted son as a single parent. I always felt that
my mother was a strong woman. Hardworking professional,
committed community member and dedicated family caregiver. I remember as a little boy (maybe four or five years
old), sitting on the back pew of the church and playing with
her hands. I thought her hands were so big and strong. She
was and still is a strong black woman. That’s why if she said,
“I’m only gonna say this once,” you better sit up and take
notice.
The Psalmist said, “Once God has spoken; Twice I have heard
this: That power belongs to God” (Ps. 62:11 NASB). God
doesn’t need to repeat himself. God is not a man that he
should lie (see Nu. 23:19). God does not change, nor would
we want such a change. But with the consistency comes a
reality that is just as comforting; that the power belongs to
God.
I trusted that mom meant what she said and she meant business. The same is true for God, and even more so. I’ve never
seen the actual hands of God, but I’ve the divine handiwork. I
have never seen the palms of Jesus, but I know he inscribed
my name in them. I am saved, because Jesus chose me, and
he means what he says, and power belong to God. And that
means God has the final word.
Our work of ministry is an outward expression of the hands
and the heart of God. Our mission is to make manifest the will
of God in the world. We have heard the word of God and

in our work, we seek to perform his will. This is what it
means to be mission driven. God has spoken. We have
heard. Now we work.
Still working,

President’s Page
By now you have heard many times that Southeastern is a mission-driven conference. Yet, it is essential that we collaborate to
achieve excellence in every church and school in Southeastern.
A mission-driven church or school is more likely to accomplish
its goal of becoming an institution of excellence.
Within the these pages you will see this new focus in action.
Read what our constituents are doing to achieve the mission
of Southeastern: “sharing hope, restoring wholeness.” As a mission-driven conference, we are taking intentional actions in
these five areas.
Our (1) youth leadership development strategy is to train our
youth to be the leaders of Southeastern by making them co-laborers in ministry. We
are helping youth to discover their learning and leadership styles, allowing them to
exercise their passions and spiritual gifts and preparing them to give Bible studies and
share their stories.
We are passionate about (2) church development in order to make them active, vibrant mission centers. We must pour into them and mobilize them for mission. We
are challenging and partnering with churches to eliminate mortgage debts by 2020.
The conference is here to assist churches to become more efficient and effective in
ministry.
Our (3) educational enrichment and school development initiative focuses on helping
schools to be better learning centers. Ongoing maintenance to address curb appeal
and clean, organized and appropriately decorated facilities. We are prioritizing staff
professional development and training that can be utilized immediately in the classroom. We are challenging our schools to seek out alternate revenue sources, as we
research endowment funding.
Our mandate is to win the world for Christ through (4) innovative evangelism. We are
especially focused on evangelizing our territory, and reclaiming former and inactive
members. We also look forward to expanding our territory.
Our (5) campground development initiative is designed to ensure our grounds become the central hub of training and mission-focused action for our conference. Our
campground is now a mission center, and we have a strategic development plan to
ensure it will function year-round. We recently used it as a shelter during Hurricane
Irma; you will read more about that here.
We challenge you to work with us as we reach out to our Southeastern communities
with the Christ-centered message of hope and wholeness.
In His service,
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W

ith over 1,000 pathfinders registered, it was the largest camporee to be held on the
grounds of Camp Hawthorne. Here is a recap of this historic event in photos.
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BRAND NEW
SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

at Oakwood University”

Platinum $65,000
Premier $48,000
Prestige $40,000
Achievement $24,000

Scholarship
Name

*GPA/GED
Required

ACT/SAT
Required

Platinum

3.9+/700+/800+*

26+/1260+

Premier

3.75+/650+/750+*

22+/1120+

Prestige

3.5+/600+/700+*

20+/1033+

3.0+/500+/650+*

18+/946+

Achievement

*Depends on which GED Taken

Oakwood University has a selection of attractive and competitive new scholarship

8opportunities

to offer prospective students. Since “Success Starts Here,” you can

be sure “Success Continues Here”—that’s why our retention scholarships are worth
checking out, too! We believe Oakwood is the best value in Christian education
anywhere. Call one of our helpful Recruitment Specialists now to discover how you
can “experience Oakwood.”

RECRUITMENT & ADMISSIONS

256-726-7356

www.oakwood.edu

Weathering the

STORM

Southeastern Responds to a Category 5 Hurricane
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IRMA
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Campground
Shelter
By Vel Pye McKenzie

O

n Saturday, September 9, 2017,
Southeastern Conference opened
its doors to conference constituents as well as residents of
Hawthorne and Palatka, Fla., and the surrounding communities. Under the leadership of the
SEC President, Gregory O. Mack, the ACS
Disaster Response Director, Elder David Peay,
and the SEC Disaster Response Coordinator,
Ella Thompson, SEC welcomed 11 families
on day one and 19 families on day two.
Keeping with the mission and vision of
Southeastern Conference “Sharing Hope,
Restoring Wholeness,” we demonstrated this
by providing shelter and meals to evacuees.
Ella Thompson responded to these efforts
saying, “There was a loving and compassionate spirit at all times. The clients were the
kindest people that I have served! Meal time
was fun, and quiet time was quiet. I truly
enjoyed operating this temporary shelter and
would do it again.”

Although Irma tried to disappoint, the disaster team expressed that they felt that God was
diligently looking after His people. Evacuees
took shelter in the campground main pavilion and the campus dining hall. Every participant returned to their homes after the storm
passed with no major damage to campground and without having lost electricity
for any amount of time. As a result, the shelter closed earlier than anticipated. To God be
the Glory!
The Southeastern Conference disaster
response ministry team is ready and waiting
on our next call to share hope, restore wholeness throughout the Southeastern territory!

Adventist Military
Chaplain Shares
Hope After Irma
by Nathaniel Lyles

O

n September 10, 2017, Hurricane Irma slammed into Key
West, Fla. Days before Irma’s
arrival, as thousands of Floridians
were responding to evacuation orders, nearly 21,000 military personnel were preparing for deployment to
the impacted region. Among those to
be deployed was LT. Kyron D. Bell, a
Seventh-day Adventist Naval Chaplain, stationed at the Naval Air Station
at Jacksonville, and member of First
Coast International Church in Jacksonville.
After Irma hit landfall and veered
northwest, Bell, along with other federal forces was quickly deployed to
the Naval Air Station at Key West to
begin emergency response operations. “It was truly a ghost town,” Bell

recalls. “There was no power. Food
was scarce and every business was
closed.” Also, residents were dislocated and nearly everything they
owned was destroyed. In addition to
supporting the work that the military,
state, county, city personnel and first
responders did to save lives and restore essential resources, Bell’s mission was two-fold.
For two weeks, Bell worked with
federal government agencies to distribute supplies, while also providing
encouragement and pastoral care to
service members and local civilians
most in need. Bell does more than
simply serving his country in the military. He serves God first, and daily
answers the call to offer hope. “My
priority is humanity. When humanity
is in distress, spiritually or emotionally, as a Bible-believing Christian, and
minister of the gospel, my role is to
walk that person through the stress
and share the blessed hope that God
holds their future.”
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First
Responder
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Storm
After the

H

urricane Irma developed in the warm
waters of the Caribbean, and quickly became a category 5 hurricane
headed for Florida. All news media reported
preparations for catastrophic impacts, and all
of Florida braced themselves for the worse.
Faithful members of the Mt. Olive SDA
Church, in Apopka FL, prayed for the storm
to be averted, and hoped for the best. They
could clearly see that if the storm was downgraded, there would still be devastating effects.
In the aftermath of Hurricane Irma, hundreds of Floridians were left without electricity, food, and water. Many families could not
return home due to rising flood waters.
Amid desperation, the Mt. Olive Community
Services Department, headed by Mr. and Mrs.
Gray, orchestrated an effort to feed hundreds

of Floridians in central Florida that were left
without food. Over 45 members of the community service department along with the
Pastor, Carl Ware Sr., came out to distribute
food and help to pack items into cars and
trucks that were lined up for several blocks.
WESH 2 News was on scene to capture the
event as people poured into the church yard
to fill up their trunks. Over 1700 people were
provided with packages containing non-perishable food items. While this effort was a
success, the Mt. Olive Community Services
is no stranger to community involvement.
They have been distributing food every other
Wednesday at this location (3350 Clarcona
Rd., Apopka FL 32703) for over 10 years, and
will continue to share God’s love through
giving.
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By: Beverly Cross

T

he Southeastern Conference couples
retreat weekend was held on October
6-8, 2017, at The Shores Resort and
Spa in Daytona Beach, Fla. The theme was
“Building Healthy Families.” It was a weekend
for romance, relaxation, renewal and revival.
The weekend began with a warm welcome
from Mark Brown, Ph.D., director of Family
Life Ministries for the Conference. Then
Dolphy Cross, Ph.D., was the opening presenter for the evening. The presentation entitled, “It’s All about Relationship.” In this
informative and interactive session, Cross
explored the role of marital intimacy as, God’s
design, for a powerful emotional, physical and
spiritual force for bonding. While that power
is extremely destructive when used the wrong

way, it is a valuable source when lovingly
exercised within marriage. We also encourage excitement and fun in our marriages; and
don’t be afraid to communicate, communicate, communicate.
The keynote presenters for the weekend were
Nevilon and Rosa Meadows, who took us to
another level on Sabbath. The presentations
explored the need for disclosure intimacy,
teamwork and togetherness in marriage. The
Meadows also took time to counsel couples
privately during the weekend.
It was a time to get away and reconnect and
so couple were also given significant time
for rest and walks on the beach. We look
forward to the next opportunity to retool our
relationships.

STREETS
T

he Take it to the Streets prayer project is a initiative of the SEC Prayer
Ministry department to encourage churches and local church prayer
ministries to be actively engaged in outreach and the power of intercessory prayer in secular spaces. Local church prayer ministry leaders were
encouraged to organize a team of prayer warriors and go outside the four
walls of the church to offer prayers for church neighbors and community
residents.
On October 21st, in parking lots, door steps, parks and on sidewalks members were encouraged to inquire about prayer needs and prayer requests
and invite people to pray on the spot. This was the first, but it won’t be the
last. This must be a consistent effort we make to reach out to the community
and help our churches to become mission-driven. How can we have an outward focus if we never even talk to, pray with and pray for our neighbors?
We look forward to the ways that God will open doors for mission and
ministry through intecessory prayer. We are encouraged from this event to
“Pray without ceasing.”

4SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE
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By Christopher C. Thompson

akin to this danger is a sense of
arrogance and pride that suggests
that one who is in position to help is
somehow more superior than those
in need. This is simply not true

And so with these pronouncements
and promises we have a very clear
invitation to international missional engagement. However, there is
a dangerous tendency that comes
along with the tremendous opportunity.

Over the past two years, several
pastors and SEC ministry departments have conducted ministry
projects in collaboration with the
ministry leaders in Jamaica (and the
Central Jamaica Conference in particular) with the expressed intent
of building lasting relationships and
collaborating for building God’s
Kingdom.

This tendency is succinctly explained
by the late great theologian Howard
Thurman when he spoke about missions saying, “This impulse at the
heart of Christianity is the will to
share with others...but there is a lurking danger...It is the sin of pride and
arrogance that has tended to vitiate
the missionary impulse and make it
an instrument of self-righteousness
on the one hand and racial superiority on the other.”
In other words, it is the Holy Spirit
that leads us to engage in ministry and mission work. However, it
is in doing that work that we may
become puffed up as though we
have righteousness in and of ourselves because we are inclined to
help those who are in need. Closely

It is with this in mind that the
Southeastern Conference has
devised a new initiative to create
mission partnerships with foreign
fields rather than top-down service
projects that are short-lived.

In March, the youth department
went to help paint a school. Two
years ago, the singles ministry
adopted a school and has committed to supporting a particular
school over several trips, with equipment and building repairs. And just
this past October, four SEC pastors
partnered with the Central Jamaica
Conference’s annual multi-site, layled evangelistic effort which yielded
nearly 100 baptisms after one week
of preaching.
Nevertheless, the intention has
always been to build a partnership.
So not only has the USA served
Jamaica, but Jamaica has served the

4SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE

J

ust before he ascended to
heaven Jesus challenged us
to “go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt.
28:19 NIV). Then he promised that
“you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8 NIV).
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USA. In September a group of youth
visited SEC from Central Jamaica
Conference to lend a hand with multiple service projects throughout the
state of Florida. Also, in March of 2018
we are planning to host pastors from
Jamaica who will come to preach
revivals here in SEC, just as our SEC
pastors did there. In the coming years
we look to build similar partnerships
with local conferences in Haiti and the
Dominican Republic.
With each visit, there was focused
time for collaborative worship and
fellowship. Without a commitment
to both, lasting bonds cannot be
formed. Therefore, both teams spent
time together aside from work to
relax, laugh and enjoy each other’s
company. One such fellowship outing included a trip to Disney’s Animal
Kingdom. Yet, it must have been in
one of those down times that Pastor
Steven Gates learned that his host
pastor in Jamaica is a direct relative
of a family who are members of the
church he pastors here in FL. It’s
these types of circumstances that
remind us that we are all one in Christ.
We have been bound together, not
simply in service, but in familial bonds
of love.
We are not enemies, and we are not
superior. We are partners. We are
co-laborers. We are the family of God.

This NBC Television special features a Christmas message from
Dr. Carlton P. Byrd, Speaker/Director of the Breath of Life Television Ministry
and Senior Pastor of the Oakwood University Church in Huntsville, Alabama.
This special will also feature the music ministry of five-time Grammy award
winning music great, Sandi Patty; Grammy Award winning artist,
Fred Hammond; and the Oakwood University Aeolians Concert Choir, 2017
“Choir of the World” Winners (Llangollen International Music Festival).

4SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE

Filmed LIVE at the
Oakwood University Seventh-day
Adventist Church

Featuring

Dr. Carlton P. Byrd,

Fred Hammond

Sandi Patty

Speaker/Director of the
Breath of Life Telecast

Aeolians Concert Choir

Watch on NBC • December 25, 2017
For a list of stations and times, please visit
www.breathoflife.tv or call 256.929.6460.
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NEW
HISPANIC CHURCHES
By Esmeralda Guzman-Harris & Roger
Alvarez

E

s muy grato para nosotros la comunidad Hispana de la Conferencia del Sureste,
plantar tres nuevas congregaciones durante
el año 2017. En nuestro objetivo no estamos solos,
pues la Unión del Sur y la administración de la
Asociación del Sureste nos han apoyado financieramente, proveyendo las herramientas que
necesitamos para lograr este gran sueño.
Nuestra primera iglesia fue plantada en la ciudad
de Pompano Beach, Florida bajo el liderazgo del
Pastor Milkos Hidalgo. Pompano Beach es una
de las ciudades del condado de Broward. Según
el más reciente censo, el total de la población es
alrededor de 99,845 habitantes de los cuales el
15.54% son Hispanos. El Todopoderoso nos ha
bendecido con un hermoso grupo de 40 personas
listas para ser promovidos al nivel de compañía.
La segunda iglesia fue plantada en la parte Sur de
la ciudad de Tampa, bajo el liderazgo del Pastor
Abel Morrobel y Plinio Cruz. Tampa es una
ciudad situada en la costa Oeste del estado de La
Florida. Hoy contamos con una iglesia naciente

con 30 personas, y esperamos que también esta
segunda compañía sea inaugurada en el mes de
diciembre.
La tercera iglesia fue plantada en la ciudad de
Fort Myers, con 77,146 habitantes de los cuales
el 32 % son Hispanos. En estos momentos está
naciendo nuestra nueva iglesia Hispana con
28 personas bajo el liderazgo del Pastor Daniel
Olaciregui. Por la gracia de Dios estaremos
celebrando nuestra ceremonia de inauguración
como compañía el próximo mes de enero del
próximo año, 2018.
Apreciamos sus oraciones. ¡Maranata Cristo
viene pronto!

By Esmeralda Guzman-Harris & Roger
Alvarez

F

ollowing the mission driven theme of the
Southeastern Conference administration,
and the evangelistic vision of the Southern
Union, the Hispanic Ministries is pleased to report
the birth of three new congregations during this
year, 2017. To God be the glory!
Our first church was planted in the beautiful city
of Pompano Beach, Florida under the leadership
of Pastor Milkos Hidalgo. According to the most
recent census, Pompano Beach has a population
of 99,845 out of which 15.54% are Hispanics. The
Lord has blessed us with a very vibrant, faithful
group of 40 members, ready to become an organized company.
The second Church was planted in the Tampa area,
under the leadership of Pastor Abel Morrobel and
Plinio Cruz. Tampa is a city located on the West
Coast of the State of Florida. Today, we are blessed
with a birth of another Church with 30 dedicated
members, eager to spread the good news of salvation, and looking forward to become an organized
Company during the month of December.

The third Church was planted in the city of
Fort Myers with a population of 77,146 out of
which 32% are Hispanics. Under the leadership
of Pastor Daniel Olaciregui, 28 mission driven
disciples are impacting their community with
a message of hope. By the grace of God, we
are looking forward to become an organized
Company next year.
We are thankful for the prayers and support
from our administrators and the Southern
Union Hispanic Ministries.
Maranatha! Jesus is coming soon!
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NEW
HAITIAN CHURCHES
By Nicolas Louis

A

u cours de l’année 2017, Dieu a
accordé à la communauté Haïtienne
la grâce d’être les témoins de son
pouvoir par la tenue de trois méga-croisades,
largement financées par l’administration de la
Southeastern Conférence pour implanter trois
nouvelles églises au sein de la communauté
Haïtienne. Ces activités spirituelles ont reçues
le plein soutien des Associations des Anciens
de Palm Beach, Broward et de Jacksonville.
De l’avis de certains leaders laïques, ce mouvement avait été un rêve pendant quelque
temps. Grâce au soutien de Dieu et l’apport
de toute la communauté, ce rêve est devenu
une réalité.
Quand l’administration de la Southeastern
Conférence conçue le plan d’organiser trois
méga-campagnes dans la communauté
Haïtienne dans le but d’implanter trois nou-

velles églises, Pasteurs, anciens et membres
d’église ont collaborés pour faire de ce programme une réussite – chacun selon ses
capacités. St. Paul dit bien, « J’ai planté,
Apollos a arrosé, mais Dieu a fait croitre» 1
Corinthiens 3:6. Après plusieurs mois de travail ardu à West Palm Beach, Corral Springs
et Jacksonville, les campagnes d’évangélisation avaient portées des fruits.
Le coup d’envoi eu lieu au mois de Juillet
de cette année dans une salle de sport d’une
école de West Palm. Le Pasteur Maxime
Pape a tenu cette campagne qui a durée
quatre semaines. Un grand nombre de gens
ont répondus à l’invitation et, à la fin de la
croisade, 30 précieuses âmes se joignirent à
l’église. Ces membres nouvellement baptisés, accompagnés d’adventistes venant des
églises sœurs, forment la nouvelle assemblée connue sur le nom d’Emaus. C’est la
première nouvelle assemblée de la commuContinued on page 28

By Nicolas Louis

O

ver the course of this year, God
granted the Haitian community the
grace to be witnesses of its power,
by holding three city-wide evangelistic campaigns. Largely funded by Southeastern
Conference, with an amount to plant three
new churches. For the realization of these
evangelistic efforts, we received the support
of the Association of Elders of Palm Beach,
Broward and Jacksonville. It is important
to note that these city-wide efforts to the
Haitian community were considered an
extraordinary adventure in evangelism.
This evangelical movement, according to
some laymen leaders, is considered a dream
that is becoming a reality today. Dreams
materialize with the determination of leaders
and church members to see their community
grow, spiritually and numerically. This dream

found its fullness when the administration
of the Southeastern Conference came with
a plan to have three major efforts for the
Haitian community. The objective: to plant
three new churches.
Pastors, elders and church members were
eager to join their efforts for the success of
these efforts because they all wanted to see
this dream come to fruition. They gave their
support and did their utmost to achieve this
goal, according to the words of the Apostle
Paul in 1 Corinthians 3:6: “I have planted,
Apollos sprinkled, but God has grown.”
That’s what happened in West Palm Beach,
Coral Springs and Jacksonville. After several
months of hard work, in these target areas,
the evangelistic efforts would reap the results
of all their combined efforts of consecrated
men and women for a special ministry. In
the month of July this year, we started with
Continued on page 29
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SHARING

HOPE

RESTORING WHOLENESS
By Irene Patrick

F

or the last 20 years Mount Zion
Seventh-day Adventist Health Ministry
Department has been sharing hope and
restoring wholeness through their annual
weekend health awareness education event.
This year, despite the obstacles, the Lord
made it possible for us to conduct the event at
the Kissimmee Lakefront Park on September
24th.
We had some challenges. The first challenge was financial, we prayed and had faith
in the Lord, he delivered in a mighty way.
“Your Health Pediatrics” partnered with us
and three other business partners made financial contributions. Secondly, Hurricane Irma.
We thought we were going to have to cancel
the event but again, the Lord provided his
magnificent shelter. The day of the event, the
weather was perfect and sunny. Over 300 people from the community attended, including
13 presenters, and 23 vendors.
The Warrior Pathfinder Club and Drum

Corps, under director Joanne Mayers, preceded the opening exercises; Michael Clarke,
Head Elder, Pastor Mattahais Patrick, and
Commissioner King, representing Mayor
Alvarez, gave the event an astounding kickoff. The community was excited as they
discovered the various booths and heard
from different presenters including our own
Police Department. The presenters covered a
wide range of health issues, such as depression, nutrition, diabetes, grief, and pediatric
health. Over 400 pieces of literature and gift
bags were distributed by Pierre Hunt the
Personal Ministry leader.
Big thanks, especially to the presenters and
the vendors who participated. The excitement and comments from the community
made it all worthwhile. To God be the glory!

RETREAT
By Keitha Hatcher

J

ourney to Wholeness was the theme for
the Southeastern Conference Women’s
Retreat held in Orlando, Fla., Nov 2-5,
2017. The entire weekend was focused on
empowering females of all ages to take charge
of their lives. Attendees were reminded of several truths: We are responsible for our choices.
We choose to remain in bondage to sin; or we
choose freedom in Christ.
We must prepare for our journey, and that
preparation begins at an early age. Career
options and opportunities to meet with practitioners and entrepreneurs took place at the
career fair on Thursday evening. Presenters
shared tips and tools on college readiness to
career planning to balancing work and family.
Keynote speaker, Janice Johnson Browne,
Ph.D., advised that being light-weighted on
the journey allows us to maneuver obstacles. We are not strong enough to carry the
weight of all our burdens. Tears, joy, brokenness, affirmations are all part of the journey. Attendees were minded of these truths
throughout the weekend.

Peach Watson Brooks shared her primary
takeaway saying, “We choose the bag we
carry, so choose a lighter bag and go.”
Romans 5:3-5 (NIRV) states, “...We are full
of joy even when we suffer. We know that
our suffering gives us the strength to go on.
The strength to go on produces character.
Character produces hope. And hope will
never let us down…”
Laura Smith, Retired Southern Union
Women’s Ministries Director, commended
the diversity in ethnicity, culture, and age
groups represented. Programs were geared
to attendees from age 5 to 95. She remarked
that she saw younger people, and celebrated
the targeted programming and resources to
meet their needs.
We journey on, and keep the theme song for
the weekend in focus, “I won’t go back, can’t
go back to the way it used to be; before your
presence came and changed me.”
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RETIREE
LUNCHEON

by Carol Smith

T

he idea sparked around 2004
to plan a special event to pay
tribute to Southeastern Conference Retirees. Under the leadership of Elder I. L. Harrell, Ministerial
Director, the first celebration was
held and then became an annual
event. It continued with Elder Milton
Sterling and Elder Brent Waldon, as
Ministerial Director successors.
The purpose of the Retiree Banquet
was to honor individuals who served
in the conference, churches, schools,
and literature evangelists for their
many years until retirement. Under
the leadership of Dr. Milton Sterling,
this celebration invitation was
extended to retirees from other conferences who relocated to Florida.

Our “hats off” to our retirees for
your dedicated service and the difference you have made in the lives
of so many in immeasurable ways.

4SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE

Southeastern Conference considers it a privilege to host this annual event. It is well attended and
appreciated very much. Ms. Carrie
Kelly (retired teacher) stated in a
thank you card, “Thank you for
remembering us who have worked
for the church for many years.”
Elder Richard Barron (retired pastor and administrator) stated to
Elder Waldon, “Thank you for just
remembering us and inviting us to
celebrate together every year.”
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nauté Haïtienne à la Southeastern Conférence.
Le groupe compte actuellement 75 membres.
La méga-campagne de Corral Springs a commencée le mois suivant. Elle fut tenue par le
pasteur Johnson César. Cette campagne a été
une victoire de Jésus sur Satan. Malgré les
attaques visibles de l’ennemi, Dieu nous a béni
avec une bonne moisson d’âme. 39 personnes
se sont données au seigneur. Un soir, la salle
de réunion qui ne pouvait contenir que 800
personnes environ était à son comble parce
qu’il y avait plus que 1,300.00 personnes qui
étaient présents. D’autres ne pouvaient pas
entrer et ils durent regarder le programme
sur Youtube or se tenir debout pour jouir des
bienfaits du ciel. Actuellement, nous avons
une nouvelle église à Corral Springs connue
sous le nom d’Emanuel, avec un effectif de
175 membres.
En Octobre dernier, nous venons d’avoir
notre troisième méga campagne à Jacksonville
avec un Pasteur/évangéliste venant de la
Northeastern Conférence à New York. Ce
fils de la Southeastern Conférence, le pasteur
Yrvain Jean Philippe, pasteur de la première
église adventiste haïtienne à New York, a
fait vibrer les cœurs par les cordes sensibles
de l’Esprit, en présentant des sermons qui
encouragent et qui invitent à prendre des
décisions pour Jésus. Le Pasteur Lesly Jacques,
les anciens et les membres ont conjugués
leurs efforts pour la réussite de cette croisade
terminée par une cérémonie de baptême. 21
précieuses âmes se joignirent à l’église. Avec
un groupe de frères et sœurs, ces nouveaux
baptisés forment la nouvelle congrégation
adventiste à Jacksonville. Actuellement, nous
avons deux églises Haïtiennes à Jacksonville.
A Dieu soit la gloire!
Nous remercions le Seigneur de ce que 90
précieux hommes, femmes et jeunes, qui se
sont joints à l’église par le baptême pendant ses trois méga campagnes. Nous remer-

cions aussi l’administration de la conférence
qui a mis à notre disposition les ressources
financières nécessaires pour faciliter la tenue
de ses croisades. Nous remercions tous les
pasteurs, les anciens d’église et les membres
pour leur soutien et dévouement permettant
la réussite de ces campagnes. Nous avons de
la Conférence et Dieu nous a récompensé
avec 90 précieuses âmes. Toute la gloire est
Dieu!
Nous comptons recevoir d’autres croyants
l’année prochaine Dieu voulant et continuer
ce rêve d’expansion de royaume de Dieu
dans notre sphère d’influence. Nous devons
continuer le travail du royaume et permettre
à la puissance du christ de pénétrer notre vie
afin de prêcher l’évangile de grâce du seigneur. Comme a dit l’autre : « N’attendons
pas plus longtemps. Il est temps d’annoncer a
ceux qui ne le savent pas que le salut est toujours en Jésus christ. Mettons-nous à l’œuvre.
Evangélisons. Accomplissons le mandat que
notre rédempteur nous a confié et hâtons le
jour glorieux ou le Seigneur accomplira sa
promesse et reviendra nous chercher.
Au cours de l’année 2017, 3 nouvelles églises
ont été fondées grâce à la mise en œuvre de
la stratégie de méga campagne. Puisse cette
bonne nouvelle du royaume être prêchée
dans le monde entier, pour servir de témoignage a toutes les nations. Amen, viens
Seigneur Jésus!

With a group of brothers and sisters from
other area churches, they formed the new
assembly known as Emmaus. This is the
first new assembly of the Haitian community
at the Southeastern Conference. This new
church has continued it trajectory having
adding several new baptisms since the conclusion of the effort. Currently, after only four
months the Emmaus group has 75 members.
This newly organized group has certainly had
trials and struggles. Yet, we are committed to
meeting the challenges of fulfilling our mission of preaching the good news.
The following month, we started a second
major effort in Coral Springs. This effort
was led by Johnson Caesar, DMin., Pastor of
the Sinai Plantation Church. Along with the
contributions of Southeastern, this effort was
sponsored by churches Broward County area.
At the close of the meetings, 39 people joined
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. One evening, the meeting room that could only hold
about 800 people was at its height because
there were more than 1,300 people present.
Others could not enter, and had to watch the
program on YouTube or stand Currently, we
have a new church in Coral Springs known as
Emmanuel, with a 175 members.
In October, we held our third major effort
in Jacksonville. To serve this effort we invited a pastor/evangelist from Northeastern
Conference in New York. Yrvain Jean

Philippe, pastor of the First Haitian Adventist
Church in New York, has thrilled hearts
with the sensitive chords of the Spirit, presenting sermons that encourage and invite
people to make decisions for Jesus. Lesly
Jacques, Pastor of the Salem and Breath of
Life churches along with local elders and
members also combined their efforts for the
success of this effort focused on prophecy
and the book of Revelation.
At the end of this campaign, 21 new members joined the church. This group along
with several others from the Jacksonville area
have come together to form a new church in
Jacksonville.
We thank the Lord that 90 precious men,
women and young people, joined the church
through baptism, on these three major efforts.
We also thank the administration of the conference which made it possible to facilitate
the holding of his crusades. We thank all the
pastors for their support, the church elders
and the members for their efforts and dedication to the success of these campaigns. Yet,
all the glory goes to God.
Next year, we plan to continue our outreach
efforts, and see these new congregations
grow where God’s will a reality of calling all
people into a saving relationship with him.
We must continue to allow the power of
Christ to enter our lives to continue preaching the Lord’s gospel of grace.
It has been said many times before. Let us
not wait any longer. It is time to announce
to those who do not know that salvation
is always in Jesus Christ. Let’s get to work!
Evangelize. Let us fulfill the mandate that
our Redeemer has entrusted to us and hasten
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the first major effort. Utilizing space in a local
school gym in West Palm Beach, Florida,
but after four weeks, Maxime Pape, former
Sabbath School Director of the Southeastern
Conference, invited attendees to make a commitment to God and 30 people joined the
church.
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the glorious day where the Lord will fulfill his
promise and come back to us. “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come” (Matt. 24:14 KJV).

Jacksonville Churches
Unite to Host
Evangelistic Event
By Orville Arscott

T

he Breath of Life, Ephesus and First
Coast International churches in
Jacksonville, FL recently participated in
a collaborative effort to host the “Jesus is the
Answer Bible Conference” evangelistic meetings. The meetings were held from August 5
— 26 at Florida State College at Jacksonville’s
Kent Campus auditorium, where Stephen
Gates, pastor of the Salem church in Pompano
Beach, FL was the evangelist for the 3-week
series.
To prepare for the meetings, organizers and
church members participated in months of
outreach activities to spur community interest. One week before the event’s start, event
organizers scheduled a joint prayer and evangelism rally at the Ephesus church. The rally
was preceded by months of planning which
included bringing in Bible workers several
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31
weeks ahead of the event to lay the groundwork. This strategic move proved to be fruitful, as one week before the series started-before the first sermon was preached, twelve
persons were baptized.
According to Ricardo Daphnis, pastor of the
Ephesus church, ‘’The initial plan was for the
series to be held at the Ephesus church, but
the Holy Spirit worked, and it blossomed
into a three-church, city-wide outreach effort
in which we not only met the community’s
spiritual needs, but we also met its social
and economic needs. “ He went on to say,
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“Because of our strategic alliance, we were
able to share resources and information. Our
combined effort allowed us to plan and make
the event as convenient and accessible as possible. With the assistance of Nathaniel Lyles,
pastor of the First Coast International church,
and Lesly Jacques, pastor of the Breath of
Life church, we were able to provide nightly
transportation to and from the facility, as well
as childcare services during the meetings. We
gave away fitness and activity trackers, gift and
gas cards, books and cd’s. We offered prayer
and anointing services. We were even blessed
with donations of school supplies and were
able to host a school supplies giveaway.’
As a result of the outreach effort, fifty-two
people were baptized into God’s family. The
newly baptized members have been paired
with mentors within their local congregations to assist with nurturing and spiritual
growth. They have also been placed in specially formed study groups. The groups are
intended to be environments that allow the
new members to study at a pace they are
comfortable with. The two-pronged approach
of study groups backed up by a mentorship
program offers new members the option of

approaching a mentor to discuss items he or
she may feel more comfortable discussing on
a one-on-one basis.
More baptisms are expected in the weeks
ahead, as pastors, church members and Bible
workers meet with individuals who have
requested further study.
According to Clarence Wright, ministerial
director for the Southeastern Conference,
the event was an extraordinary display of
cooperation, resource management, and
preaching. He further stated that Gates was
the most energetic speaker he had seen in
a while. Event organizers hope to keep the
momentum going by hosting more “mission-driven” community outreach events in
the coming months.
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Missing
Members?
Win Them Again!
Spring 2018
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E.G.
White
ON MISSION
T

he church is God’s appointed agency
for the salvation of men. It was organized for service, and its mission is
to carry the gospel to the world. From the
beginning it has been God’s plan that through
His church shall be reflected to the world His
fullness and His sufficiency. The members of
the church, those whom He has called out of
darkness into His marvelous light, are to show
forth His glory. The church is the repository of
the riches of the grace of Christ; and through
the church will eventually be made manifest,
even to “the principalities and powers in heavenly places,” the final and full display of the
love of God (Ephesians 3:10).

“Mine house shall be called an house of
prayer for all people” (Isaiah 56:7). “I will
make them and the places round about My
hill a blessing; and I will cause the shower
to come down in his season; there shall be
showers of blessing.” “And I will raise up for
them a plant of renown, and they shall be
no more consumed with hunger in the land,
neither bear the shame of the heathen any
more. Thus shall they know that I the Lord
their God am with them, and that they, even
the house of Israel, are My people, saith the
Lord God. And ye My flock, the flock of My
pasture, are men, and I am your God, saith
the Lord God” (Ezekiel 34:26, 29-31).

Many and wonderful are the promises recorded in the Scriptures regarding the church.

“Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord, and
My servant whom I have chosen: that ye

“In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and
in a day of salvation have I helped thee: and I
will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant
of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to
inherit the desolate heritages; that thou mayest
say to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that are
in darkness, Show yourselves. They shall feed
in the ways, and their pastures shall be in all
high places. They shall not hunger nor thirst;
neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for
He that hath mercy on them shall lead them,
even by the springs of water shall He guide
them. And I will make all My mountains a
way, and My highways shall be exalted. . . .
“Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and
break forth into singing, O mountains: for the
Lord hath comforted His people, and will have
mercy upon His afflicted. But Zion said, The
Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget her sucking
child, that she should not have compassion
on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget,
yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven
thee upon the palms of My hands; thy walls
are continually before Me” (Isaiah 49:8-16).

The church is God’s fortress. His city of
refuge, which He holds in a revolted world.
Any betrayal of the church is treachery to
Him who has bought mankind with the
blood of His only-begotten Son. From the
beginning, faithful souls have constituted
the church on earth. In every age the Lord
has had His watchmen, who have borne a
faithful testimony to the generation in which
they lived. These sentinels gave the message
of warning; and when they were called to
lay off their armor, others took up the work.
God brought these witnesses into covenant
relation with Himself, uniting the church on
earth with the church in heaven. He has sent
forth His angels to minister to His church,
and the gates of hell have not been able to
prevail against His people.
Through centuries of persecution, conflict,
and darkness, God has sustained His church.
Not one cloud has fallen upon it that He has
not prepared for; not one opposing force
has risen to counterwork His work, that He
has not foreseen. All has taken place as He
predicted. He has not left His church forsaken, but has traced in prophetic declarations
what would occur, and that which His Spirit
inspired the prophets to foretell has been
brought about. All His purposes will be
fulfilled. His law is linked with His throne,
and no power of evil can destroy it. Truth
is inspired and guarded by God; and it will
triumph over all opposition.
*Taken from Acts of the Apostles
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may know and believe Me, and understand
that I am He: before Me there was no God
formed, neither shall there be after Me. I, even
I, am the Lord; and beside Me there is no
Saviour. I have declared, and have saved, and
I have showed, when there was no strange god
among you: therefore ye are My witnesses.”
“I the Lord have called thee in righteousness,
and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee,
and give thee for a covenant of the people, for
a light of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes,
to bring out the prisoners from the prison,
and them that sit in darkness out of the prison
house” (Isaiah 43:10-12; 42:6, 7).
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