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Standard Grooming Requirements
This Standard is for Conference Personnel, Master Guides, Staff, TLTs, Instructors, and
ALL PATHFINDERS.
All auxiliary team members, Drill Team, Honor Guard/Color Guard, and Drum corps
members are required to follow these directives, when in uniform and/or at ANY
pathfinder sanctioned event.
Males
● All males must be well groomed
● Beard/mustache must be trimmed and neat or face must be clean shaven
● Hair must be combed and/or appropriately styled to a polished look. If haircut is
required please do so to ensure proper wear of beret and/or head gear
● If braids are worn style must be done neatly and not cause distraction from
purposeful activity
● Uniform must be appropriately cleaned and ironed if necessary
Females
● All Females must be well groomed
● The SEC does not mandate that ladies hair styles cannot touch uniform collar but
hairstyles must accommodate proper wear of ALL head garment and head dress.
(i.e. berets, etc.)
**All Female members of specialty teams, Drill, Drum, Honor and Color Guard,
must adhere to the hairstyle appropriated by the specialist in charge of that
auxiliary team. Uniformity is key and unwillingness to comply will result in
possible dismissal from said team.
● Makeup: Excessive makeup is not considered appropriate for wear in uniform. If
makeup is worn it needs to be neutral. Lip color should be muted and not easily
distinguished from natural lip color. If makeup is deemed inappropriate pathfinder
will be asked to remove it by conference personnel.
● Uniform should not be affected by makeup. If makeup is noticed on uniform
pathfinder will be asked to remove makeup and may be asked to sit out of event
if a part of a competing auxiliary team.
Nail care: Male/Female Nails should be well groomed and clean with no colored polish.
Clear polish is acceptable. If wearing acrylics, French manicure style is appropriate and
nails should be groomed short for functionality.
Jewelry: The Southeastern Conference recognizes that not all Pathfinder members are
members of Seventh day Adventist Church. The Pathfinder organization is focused on
leading young people to Christ as well as guide adults to a strong relationship with God.
This being said, All Pathfinders and staff members will be asked to not wear jewelry
outside of a wedding band and watch while in uniform or while at any Pathfinder
gathering (Exception: Medical ID Bracelet). Any Pathfinder willing to adhere to the
Pathfinder legion of honor will be openly welcomed to join the Southeastern
Conference.
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Program Outline
As we start with our training program we will not assign/delegate responsibility until the
cadet had proven themselves. Typically we will not assign duties, ﬂags and or
responsibilities until three to six months, once the cadets have proven themselves in
drilling & marching, as responsible leaders that fear Christ and are invested at the
advanced level of their respective AY Class. We will assign positions to those we see ﬁt.
There are four (4) positions: Sergeant Major, First Sergeant, Honor Guard Sergeant and
Color Guard Sergeant. The details of these positions are listed below:



Color Sergeant (Club Level) is responsible for insuring that the Color Guards are
trained to the SEC Standard. This pathfinder is a competent leader that inherently
commands respect from the Color Guards. This pathfinder typically carries the
American Flag, and assures that all the ﬂags and uniforms are on par with SEC
Standard. This person works in tandem with the Honor Sergeant.



Honor Sergeant (Club Level) is responsible for insuring that the Honor Guards
are trained to the SEC Standard. This pathfinder is a competent leader that
inherently commands respect from the Honor Guards. This pathfinder typically
carries a Pathﬁnder Bible along with the other Honor Guards, and assures that all
the Bibles and uniforms are on par with SEC Standard.They work in tandem with
the Color Sergeant.



First Sergeant (Club Level) is responsible for the overall training and development
of the Honor/Color Guard team. This pathfinder is the life-blood of the team. When
the pathfinder who holds this position is exceptional, the team is exceptional,
regardless of any other single personality involved. This pathfinder holds the
formations, instructs the Honor/Color Sergeants and advises the Sergeant Major
of progress that is made. This pathfinder is proud of their team and wants everyone
to be aware of the team's success.



Sergeant Major (District Level) is expected to know all the procedures and policies
of the SEC Standard proficiently. This pathfinder is to delegate and coordinate with
the First Sergeants regarding events and exhibitions that the Color/Honor Guards
are involved in. The pathfinder is to be experienced, wise and undoubtedly
accurate while maintaining a level of enthusiasm that never wanes, even in the
bad times.
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The following Honors are Prerequisites for Color/Honor Guard Participation
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Chapter 11

PARADES
The term "parade" had various meanings to Continental Army troops camped at
Valley Forge. It could mean to form, march, and drill. Present day parade
procedures originated from the daily activities conducted then to form, organize,
instruct, and issue parole and countersign words to the various guards on duty
(outpost, picket, camp, and quarters). Early parades also enabled commanders to
give special instructions to subordinate leaders and to make command
announcements. In the U.S. Army regulations of 1863, reviews were a type of
parade, and "dress parades" were conducted daily, except on extraordinary and
urgent occasions. The parade remains basically the same as the review except
that it has retained its original intent—a method whereby unit commanders could
inspect troops, present awards, and issue information. The sequence of a parade
has the following steps—formation of troops, sound off by a band, honors to the
nation, presentation, manual of arms, report, orders published, officers center,
pass in review.

11-1. HISTORY
This paragraph discusses the history of the parade and how it applies to today’s Army.
a. Battalion and brigade parades are opened by adjutant’s call sounded on a trumpet. This
call has opened parades of the American forces for over 150 years. After some preliminaries,
the adjutant directs SOUND OFF and the band plays three chords. Having sounded off, the
band marches in front of the troops and then countermarches to its original position. This
March across the front of the line is said to have originated with the Crusades (A.D. 1095 to
1260). The troops offering themselves for holy service were drawn up in a long formation
and the band countermarched only before those chosen to serve. In American ceremonies, the
sound off has been handed down as a ceremonial tradition.
b. After the band sounds off, the commanding officer may, if he wishes, give the troops
some Facings or movements of the manual of arms. This was the traditional way in which he
established control over his command, and it has been practiced in the United States since the
Revolutionary War.
c. Parades in the revolutionary army were usually held at “Troops” or about 8 o’clock in
the morning and was the time used for sergeants to call the roll and report it to the adjutant.
d. After the sergeants had returned to their posts, the commander directed that necessary
orders and information be reported. After the adjutant had read the orders, he announced
“Parade is dismissed.” At that time, officers moved to a position centered on the
commanding officer. As the commander gave specific instructions to the officers, the first
sergeants would march their units back to their respective company areas where they would
be dismissed.
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Chapter 11

11-2.

PREPARATION

The appearance and movement of troops in formation are the primary characteristics of a parade.
The preparation and organization of troops for a parade are similar to that for a review. In a
parade, since the commander of troops is also the reviewing officer, the distance between the
troops and the commander is greater than that for a review. Other differences are that the band
conducts Sound Off, the inspection is omitted, a report is rendered, orders are published, and
officers and guidons are marched forward and centered on the commander. If retreat is
scheduled, honors to the nation are conducted concurrently with retreat.

11-3.

CEREMONIAL BATTALION PARADE

The procedures for conducting a ceremonial battalion parade are discussed herein.
a. Formation of Troops. Units are moved to their positions on the ready line in the most
convenient manner. The commander prescribes the routes, sequence, and time of arrival on the
ready line. He and his staff take their posts before adjutant’s call. The procedure for moving from
the ready line to the final line is the same as for a review.
b. Sound Off. After the battalion has been formed, aligned, and given Parade Rest on the
final line, the adjutant directs SOUND OFF and assumes the position of Parade Rest. He
remains facing the formation.
(1) At the directive Sound Off, the band plays three sound off chords. At the conclusion
of the third chord, the band moves forward playing a march in quick time. The band executes a
left turn to march across the front of the troops. At the left of the line of troops, the band
countermarches and returns over the same ground to the right of the line. After the band has
passed beyond the right of the troops, it executes a right turn, countermarches again, and halts in
its original position.
(2) When the band has halted, it ceases playing at the next convenient place in the
music and again plays the three sound off chords. (Trooping the line by the band may be
eliminated when ceremonies are conducted indoors during inclement weather and space is
limited).

NOTE:

Retreat, when scheduled, is integrated at this point. Upon completion of the
sound off chords, the band pauses briefly and then plays retreat (by the
trumpet section) without a command from the adjutant. Upon completion of
retreat, the adjutant comes to Attention and directs BRING YOUR UNITS
TO ATTENTION AND PRESENT ARMS. The commander and his staff
assume Parade Rest, Attention, Present Arms, and Order Arms with the
adjutant. The adjutant faces about and salutes. The adjutant’s Salute is the
signal for the band to play “To the Color” or the National Anthem. At the
conclusion of “To the Color” or the National Anthem, the adjutant comes to
Order Arms, faces about, and directs BRING YOUR UNITS TO ORDER
ARMS. After the last unit comes to Order Arms, the adjutant faces about.

c. Honors to the Nation. If retreat is not conducted, the adjutant (after the band has
completed Sound Off) assumes the position of Attention and directs BRING YOUR UNITS
TO ATTENTION AND PRESENT ARMS. Unit commanders assume the position of
Attention, face about, and command Company, ATTENTION, Present, ARMS. They face
about and salute. When all units are at Present Arms, the adjutant faces about and salutes.
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This is the signal for the band to play the National Anthem. The battalion commander and his
staff execute Present, ARMS on his command on the first note of the music.
d. Presentation. Upon completion of the National Anthem, the battalion commander and his
staff execute Order, ARMS on his command. The adjutant terminates his Salute, faces about,
and directs BRING YOUR UNITS TO ORDER ARMS. Unit commanders terminate their
Salute, face about, command Order, ARMS, and then face (back) to the front. When all units are
at Order Arms, the adjutant faces about, salutes, and reports "Sir, the parade is formed." The
battalion commander returns the Salute and commands POST. The adjutant marches forward,
passes by the battalion commander’s right, and takes his post as the right flank member of the
staff.
e. Manual of Arms. After the adjutant has joined the staff, the battalion commander
commands such movements in the manual of arms as he may desire. When desired, the
commander may direct, rather than command, HAVE YOUR UNITS EXECUTE THE
MANUAL OF ARMS. The unit commanders, in sequence from right to left, command Right
Shoulder, ARMS; Port, ARMS; Left Shoulder, ARMS; Order, ARMS. When the unit on the
right has completed all of the movements, the next unit then begins and so on until the last unit
has completed the movements.
f. Report. When all units have completed the manual of arms, the battalion commander
then directs RECEIVE THE REPORT. The adjutant returns to his position at the center of the
command and commands REPORT. Unit commanders in succession, from right to left, salute
and report "_________ Company, all present or accounted for." The adjutant returns each
commander’s Salute. After receiving the report, the adjutant faces about, salutes, and reports
"Sir, all present or accounted for."
g. Publishing of Orders. The battalion commander returns the Salute and directs
PUBLISH THE ORDERS. The adjutant faces about and directs ATTENTION TO ORDERS
(he then reads the orders).
h. Officers Center March. After reading the orders, the adjutant directs BRING YOUR
UNITS TO PARADE REST.
(1) Unit commanders face about and command Parade, REST. They then face about
and come to Parade Rest. When all units are at Parade Rest, the adjutant commands (loud
enough for the band to hear) Officers (pause), Center (long pause), MARCH. He then faces
about and takes his post with the staff.
(a) On the command Officers, all officers come to Attention and guidon bearers
come to Carry Guidon.
(b) On the command Center, when companies are in mass formation, the
company commanders and guidon bearers face to the center. Officers commanding platoons
move one step forward and face to the center. Executive officers move through the interval
between units nearest to the center and take their posts in the column formed by the platoon
leaders.
(c) At the command MARCH, the band plays marching music and continues to
play until the officers have halted in front of the commander. Officers and guidon bearers
close to the center, halt, and individually face to the front. Company commanders, when
moving to the center, face half right or half left in marching, march to the front, and close
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on a line four steps in advance of the line of guidon bearers. The guidon bearers close on
their own line, each taking a post to the rear of his company commander. All other officers close
on the line of platoon leaders (Figure 11-1).

Figure 11-1. Position of key personnel after the command Officers, Center, MARCH

(2) After the officers and guidon bearers have closed and faced to the front, the senior
company commander commands Forward, MARCH. The center officer of the leading rank is
the guide. The officers and guidon bearers are halted with the leading rank six steps from the
battalion commander, and they salute. The senior company commander commands HALT and
Present, ARMS. The battalion commander returns the Salute. On the command Order, ARMS
by the senior company commander, the officers execute Order Arms and the guidon bearers
execute Carry Guidon.
(3) The battalion commander gives such instruction as he deems necessary and then
commands Officers, Post (pause), MARCH.
(a) At the command Post, all officers and guidon bearers face about.
(b) At the command of execution MARCH, the band begins to play and officers
and guidon bearers step off.
(4) The senior commander commands Officers, HALT. He halts the leading rank in
line, three steps from the line of companies. He then commands Post (pause), MARCH.
(a) At the command Post, the officers and guidon bearers face outward.
(b) At the command MARCH, the officers and guidon bearers step off and
return to their posts and come to Parade Rest. The music ceases when the last officer has taken
his post and come to Parade Rest.
(5) During the execution of Officers Center and Officers Post, except when saluting, all
guidon bearers remain at Carry Guidon.
i. Pass in Review. When all officers have returned to their posts and the band has
stopped playing, the battalion commander directs BRING YOUR UNITS TO
ATTENTION. Unit commanders assume the position of Attention, face about, and
command Company, ATTENTION. Then they face about. When all units are at
Attention, the battalion commander directs PASS IN REVIEW. The battalion passes in review
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in the same manner as prescribed for a review except the units render honors when six steps to
the left of the commander of troops and staff, and terminate honors when the unit is six steps to
the right of the commander of troops and staff. The commander of troops and staff then assumes
the role of the reviewing party—at their location on the field.
j. Conclusion. When the last element of troops has passed the reviewing stand and
executed Ready Front, the band ceases playing and goes immediately into an eight-bar drum
cadence. On the first beat following drum cadence, the band begins playing (in place) the official
version of “The Army Goes Rolling Along,” beginning at the introduction. On the second time
through letter A (or ninth bar), the drum major has the band march forward and execute a left
turn onto the reviewing line while continuing to play until the completion of the chorus. The
completion of “The Army Goes Rolling Along” terminates the ceremony. It is appropriate for
spectators to rise and stand at the position of Attention while “The Army Goes Rolling Along”
plays.

11-4.

CEREMONIAL BRIGADE PARADE

The brigade ordinarily is formed in line with battalions in mass formations. The parade is the
same as the ceremonial battalion parade with the following exceptions:
 The brigade commander is substituted for battalion commander, and brigade for
battalion, in the description.
 In moving across the front of the brigade, the band passes in front of the line of
battalion commanders during the Sound Off.
a. The battalions execute Present Arms, Order Arms, Parade Rest, and come to Attention on
the command of execution of their respective commanders. Reports are made by the battalion
commanders instead of company commanders.
b. At the command of execution MARCH, of Officers, Center, MARCH, the battalion
commanders, their staffs, and Colors close on the line of battalion commanders and staffs. The
company commanders face to the half right or half left in marching and close on a line four steps
to the rear of the battalion Color. The guidon bearers face half right or half left in marching and
close on a line four steps back of the company commanders. The other officers face half right or
half left in marching and close on a line four steps in back of the guidon bearers. The command
sergeant major remains in place and assumes command of the battalion.
c. The officers, guidon bearers, and Colors having closed and faced to the front, the senior
battalion commander commands Forward, MARCH. The center officer of the leading rank is the
guide. On the command of the senior battalion commander, the officers, guidon bearers, and
Colors are halted with the leading ranks six steps from the brigade commander. They salute the
brigade commander; he returns the Salute. The commands Present, ARMS and Order, ARMS
are given by the senior battalion commander.
d. The brigade commander commands Officers, Post (pause), MARCH. On the
command Post, the Colors execute Reverse March. All others execute About Face. On
the command of execution MARCH, the officers, Colors, and guidon bearers march
forward. The senior battalion commander commands Officers, HALT so that the rank of
battalion commanders is on line with its original position. The senior battalion
commander then commands Post (pause), MARCH. On the command Post, the battalion
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commanders and staffs face outward, the battalion Color guard executes wheeling movements,
and on the command of execution MARCH, the Color guard marches back to its original
position. The company commanders, guidon bearers, and other officers face to the half right or
half left in marching and move back to their original positions.

11-5. STREET PARADES
For street parades, troops are formed and marched in the most convenient manner. Street parades
may include military vehicles. Towed or transported weapons add to the drama of a street parade.
Cargo vehicles are included only to increase the size of the display.
a. Practical formations for street parades are:
 Columns of threes and fours.
 Two or more columns of threes and fours abreast.
 Mass formation.
b. The vehicles move in a single column or column of twos, threes, or fours abreast, as the
width of the street permits.
c. In order to keep military units in the same cadence, units should not march between
two bands.
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Chapter 12

HONOR GUARDS
In the Continental Army, honor guards were used as a protective measure and as a
means of showing the improvement in discipline in the newly formed army. They were
probably selected specifically for their size and strength and maybe their proven
prowess in combat. Today, the honor guard formation is a special courtesy to visiting
dignitaries. Members of the guard are selected for their Soldierly appearance and
superior discipline.

12-1.

BASIC INFORMATION

The basic information herein applies to all honor guards.
a. An honor guard consists of a band, Colors, salute battery (when available and
appropriate), and a formation of troops. Honor guards render personal honors to persons of high
military or civilian rank or position upon arrival or departure from a military command. Honor
guards are not a substitute for those ceremonies appropriate in a review or parade.
b. An honor guard should not be so large as to compromise the exceptional standards
required of honor guards. Uniforms will be those prescribed in Army regulations and tables of
allowance.
c. The senior commander or his appointed representative is the host and takes part in the
ceremony. He is briefed on the sequence of events and advises the person to be honored of
actions that will take place.
d. Before the arrival of the person(s) to be honored, the honor guard commander positions
the band, formation of troops, and salute battery from right to left in that order. The troops are
formed in line of companies or platoons with the Colors centered. When conditions dictate, the
salute battery may be located separately but its control and purpose must not be impaired.

12-2. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS AND INDIVIDUAL ACTIONS
The sequence of events for conducting an honor guard are discussed herein.
a. At the approach of the person(s) to be honored, the honor guard commander faces about,
commands Honor guard, ATTENTION, and then faces about again. The host welcomes the
person(s) to be honored on arrival, escorts him to the position not more than 20 steps in front of
and facing the honor guard commander, and takes his position on the guest’s left. When the
person(s) to be honored has halted in his position, the honor guard commander faces about,
commands Present, ARMS, faces about, and salutes.
b. As the honor guard commander executes the Hand Salute, the band begins the
appropriate honors. When a salute battery is employed, the first round is fired simultaneously
with the first note of the music and remaining rounds are fired at three-second intervals. All
military personnel in the vicinity of the honor guard formation, except those on security duty,
salute during the firing of the Cannon Salute and the rendering of honors (AR 600-25).
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NOTE:

If a foreign dignitary’s honors include his national anthem, the sequence of the
ceremony is: honors, inspection, and “The Army Goes Rolling Along” concluding the
ceremony.

c. On the completion of the honors, the honor guard commander terminates his Salute, faces
about, and commands Order, ARMS. He then faces about.
d. At this time, the honoree(s) and host march forward and halt three steps from the honor
guard commander. The honor guard commander salutes and reports “Sir, the honor guard is
prepared for inspection.” The band begins to play appropriate music upon the salute of the guard
commander and continues to play until the members of the reviewing party have returned to their
posts. The guard commander then guides the honoree(s) and host to the right of the band. The
inspecting party passes along the front and rear of the line of troops, to include the salute battery
(if used), with the option of omitting the salute battery from the inspection if its distance from the
remainder of the honor guard is prohibitive.
e. The honor guard commander takes a position on the right of the person(s) honored and
guides him through the inspection. The host takes a position on the right of the honor guard
commander.
f. The inspection begins at the right of the band. The inspecting party passes along the front
rank of troops. Ranks are not opened; the individual members of the honor guard do not come to
Inspection Arms or execute Eyes Right.
g. The members of the inspecting party render Hand Salutes when they pass in front of the
Colors.
h. The inspection terminates at the right flank of the band. The honor guard commander
commands Party, HALT. The bandmaster has the band play softly until the reviewing party
members begin marching back to their posts. The honor guard commander faces to the half left in
marching, takes two steps, halts, and faces about. The host repositions himself to the left of the
honoree(s). When the host is in position, the honor guard commander and the honoree(s)
exchange Salutes. Upon termination of the Salutes, the honoree(s) and the host immediately face
to the half left in marching and return to their posts. The honor guard commander hesitates
momentarily, then faces to the right in marching, and returns to his post.
i. After the inspection is terminated and the honoree(s) and host return to their positions,
the honor guard is given Present, ARMS and the band plays the National Anthem. If the
honoree(s) is a foreign dignitary, the National Anthem of his country is played first, followed by
an approximate three-second drum roll and the playing of “The Star Spangled Banner.”
j. When “The Star Spangled Banner” ends, the command Order, ARMS is given. The
honor guard commander faces about after the command for Order Arms is given and remains at
Attention while the band plays one chorus of “The Army Goes Rolling Along,” beginning at the
introduction. At the completion of “The Army Goes Rolling Along,” the honor guard commander
salutes and announces “Sir, this concludes the ceremony.” The honor guard remains at Attention
until the honoree(s) has departed. The band may play incidental background music while the
honoree(s) is being introduced to the staff and other guests.
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12-3. HONOR CORDON CEREMONIES
In addition to a scheduled honor guard ceremony, honor cordon ceremonies may be used when
welcoming or bidding farewell to distinguished visitors. The ceremony consists of a select group
of Soldiers with characteristics associated with honor guards, designated to honor and provide
security at the immediate arrival or departure site.
a. The honor cordon normally consists of two squads, a senior sergeant, a cordon
commander, and a host. When deemed appropriate, the commander may elect to use a band,
Colors, and distinguishing flags.
(1) Arrival. Upon arrival of the craft or vehicle, the cordon is marched to a position
near the exit (ramp) in two columns, centered on the exit, faced to the center, and dressed with
about three steps distance between the ranks. As the honored guest(s) and greeting party depart
the immediate vicinity of the exit, and approach within three steps of the host, the cordon
commander commands Present, ARMS, and the entire cordon salutes simultaneously. After the
honored guest(s) and all greeting party members have cleared the formation, the cordon
commander commands Order, ARMS, and the cordon members come to Order Arms
simultaneously (Figure 12-1, page 12-4).
(2) Departure. The formation for the honor cordon upon departure is basically the
same as that for arrival, except the cordon commander and the senior sergeant position
themselves on the flank of the formation away from the departure site. At the approach (about
three steps) of the honored guest(s) and host, the cordon commander commands Present, ARMS,
and the cordon salutes simultaneously. After the honored guest has entered the conveyance, the
cordon commander commands Order, ARMS and remains in place until the conveyance has
departed. If the conveyance is an aircraft, the cordon commander commands Order, ARMS;
Guards, FACE, and the guards face toward the cordon commander. The honor cordon departs
the area.
b. When a band and Colors are a part of the arrival or departure ceremonies, they are
positioned as shown in Figure 12-1 (page 12-4). The band plays appropriate music during the
ceremony. The organizational Color is dipped in salute when the honored guest(s) approaches to
within six steps. After he passes, it is returned to the carry position. As soon as the guest(s) has
entered the conveyance during a departure ceremony, the Colors and distinguishing flags depart
the area with the honor cordon.
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Figure 12-1. Honor cordon formations

12-4
SEC Honor Guard / Color Guard Manual (2-15-19)

TC 3-21.5

20 January 2012
Powered by the SEC-PAC Page 19 of 60

Chapter 15

COLORS
From the earliest times, warriors used a banner or other symbol to identify
specific units and to serve as a rallying point for troops. In medieval days, the
standard or banner was used to signal a general assault, which was generated by
a cry of “Advance your banners.” Until comparatively recent years, the flags that
identified nations usually were based on the personal or family heraldry of the
reigning monarch or ruling nobleman. As autocracies faded or disappeared,
dynastic colors were no longer popular and national flags, as thought of today,
came into being. These national flags, such as the Union Jack of Great Britain,
the Tricolor of France, and the Stars and Stripes, are relatively new to history.

15-1. HISTORY
Flags are almost as old as civilization itself. Imperial Egypt as well as the armies of Babylon,
Chaldea, and Assyria followed the colors of their kings. The Old Testament frequently mentions
banners and standards. Many flags of different designs were present in parts of the American
colonies before the Revolution. When the struggle for independence united the colonies, the
colonists wanted a single flag to represent the new nation. The first flag borne by the Army as a
representative of the 13 colonies was the Grand Union flag. It was raised over the Continental
Army at Cambridge, Massachusetts, on 2 January 1776. That flag had the familiar 13 stripes (red
and white) of the present flag, but the blue square contained the Crosses of St. George and St.
Andrew from the British flag.
a. The Stars and Stripes was born on 14 June 1777, two years to the day after the birth of
the Army. On that date, Congress resolved that the flag of the United States be 13 stripes,
alternate red and white, and that the union be 13 stars, white in a blue field, representing a new
constellation. The arrangement of the stars on the blue field was not specified.
(1) According to some historians, the Stars and Stripes was first raised over Fort
Stanwix, New York, on 3 August 1777. In that Army version of the flag, the stars were arranged
in a circle. (The Navy version had the stars arranged to form crosses similar to the British flag.)
(2) When Vermont and Kentucky joined the Union, the flag was modified so that there
were 15 stars and 15 stripes. It was that flag, flying triumphantly over Fort McHenry, Maryland,
on 13 and 14 September 1814, which inspired Francis Scott Key to compose the verses of “The
Star Spangled Banner.” That flag was the national banner from 1795 until 1818. Thus, when it
was raised over Tripoli by the Marines in 1805, it was the first United States flag to be hoisted
over conquered territory in the Old World. Later, it was flown by General Andrew Jackson at the
Battle of New Orleans.
(3) Realizing that adding a stripe for each new state would soon spoil the appearance
of the flag, Congress passed a law in 1818 fixing the number of stripes at 13 and
providing for the addition of a star in the Blue Union for each new state. The star is to be
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added and the new flag to become official on the Fourth of July following the admission of the
new state to the Union.
(4) It was not until shortly before the Civil War that the Stars and Stripes actually
became the National Color.
b. Before the Civil War, in lieu of a National Color, the U.S. Soldiers carried a blue silk
color on which was embroidered the arms of the United States, and an American eagle bearing a
shield on its breast, and in its talons an olive branch and arrows, signifying peace and war. After
the National Color was authorized, the organizational color with the eagle became the regimental
color. Because of the high casualty rate among the members of the Color party, plus the advent of
modern weapons, the time-honored practice of carrying the Colors in battle was discontinued.
Today, the Colors, with battle streamers attached, join their unit in formations during ceremonies
to signify their presence during past battles.

15-2.

THE COLOR AND COLORS

The National and organizational flags carried by Color-bearing units are called the National
Color and the organizational Color. When used singularly, the term Color implies the National
Color. The plural term Colors means the national and positional or organizational Colors. By
regulation, the organizational Color is not authorized a Salute; however, in the past some
organizations have observed the custom of saluting the organizational Color.
a. In garrison, the Colors are normally kept at the office or headquarters of the commanding
officer. They are escorted to and from the headquarters or office by the Color guard. In the field,
the Colors are normally displayed from reveille to retreat in front of the commanding officer’s
tent or command post. During inclement weather, they are cased and placed in the commanding
officer’s office, headquarters, or tent.
b. Individuals or units passing or being passed by uncased Colors out of doors render
honors. Individuals, not part of a formation, salute six steps distance from the Colors and hold the
Salute until they have passed six steps beyond the Colors. The individual in charge of a formation
calls the formation to ATTENTION and Present, ARMS.
c. The Colors may be carried in any formation in which two or more companies, honor
guards, or representative elements of a command participate.
d. Traditionally, the command sergeant major is responsible for the safeguarding, care, and
display of the organizational Color. He is also responsible for the selection, training, and
performance of the Color bearers and Color guards.
e. The regulation for individual flags and distinguishing flags for general officers and other
dignitaries is the same as that for organizational Colors (AR 840-10).
f. During a review, parade, or honor guard ceremony, ordinarily only one National
Color is present. The National Color is given the honor position and is carried on the
marching right of positional and organizational Colors. The United States Army flag or
the Army field flag (when authorized) is carried to the immediate left of the National
Color. The organizational Color of the senior headquarters sponsoring the ceremony is
carried to the left of the Army flag or field flag, if present. The Colors belonging to the
headquarters conducting the ceremonies are positioned on line with and centered on the

15-2
SEC Honor Guard / Color Guard Manual (2-15-19)

TC 3-21.5

20 January 2012
Powered by the SEC-PAC Page 21 of 60

Colors

command. Subordinate Color-bearing organizations ordinarily carry only their organizational
Colors (four steps to the rear of their staff).
g. When the local commander wishes, or considers it more appropriate, he may authorize
subordinate Color-bearing organizations to carry their National Color with their organizational
Colors behind their staffs. Consideration must be given as to the number of times the spectators
will be required to stand during the pass in review. Also, consideration must be given to the
frequency of Salutes required by the reviewing officer.
(1) Another method in which subordinate Color-bearing units may carry their Colors is
to have them participate in a massed Colors formation. Because of many complications caused by
massed Colors, units should prescribe a local SOP governing the desired procedures.
(2) Examples of complications include: organizational Colors lose their identity, order
of precedence, resizing of Color guards and bearers, uniformity when the first rank consists of
five men rather than four, and presenting a good appearance when returning to the formation
after being brought forward while keeping the National Color on the marching right.
h. When Colors are participating in a ceremony they will be received and dismissed as
described in paragraphs 15-5 and 15-7.

15-3. SALUTES
The National Color renders no Salute (dip). An exception to this rule is followed by naval vessels
when, upon receiving a Salute of this type from a vessel registered by a nation formally
recognized by the United States, the compliment must be returned.
a. The organizational Color salutes (dips) in all military ceremonies while the National
Anthem, “To the Color,” or a foreign national anthem is being played, and when rendering
honors to the organizational commander or an individual of higher grade including foreign
dignitaries of higher grade, but in no other case. The United States Army flag is considered to be
an organizational Color and, as such, is also dipped while the National Anthem, “To the Color,”
or a foreign national anthem is being played, and when rendering honors to the Chief of Staff of
the United States Army, his direct representative, or an individual of equivalent or higher grade,
but in no other case.
b. When marching, organizational Colors salute when six steps from the person entitled to
the Salute. They are returned to the Carry position when six steps beyond the person.

15-4. COLOR GUARD
The Color guard consists of two (three) sergeants and two specialists or privates. It is an honor to
be selected as a member of the Color guard. The senior (Color) sergeant carries the National
Color and commands the Color guard. He gives the necessary commands for the movements and
for rendering honors.
a. When battalions or brigades carry their organizational Colors in a ceremony as part of a
larger command, the battalion or brigade Color is carried four steps to the rear of the staff. A
sergeant acts as Color bearer and two experienced specialists or privates, selected by the battalion
or brigade command sergeant major, act as members of the Color guard.
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b. The Color guard is formed and Marched in one rank at Close Interval, the bearers in the
center. They do not execute Rear March or About Face. The Color guard marches at Right
Shoulder Arms and executes Facing movements by wheeling to the right or left. The command
for a Facing movement is Right (Left) Wheel, MARCH. To execute a Wheeling movement, the
guard nearest the direction of turn serves as the pivot point and executes the movement by
marching in place and simultaneously turning in the new direction. Other members shorten their
steps and turn in an arc keeping abreast of each other to maintain alignment. When the movement
has been completed, each member automatically marches in place until the command HALT or
Forward, MARCH is given.
c. When passing in review, the Color guard executes Eyes Right at the prescribed saluting
distance on the command of the Color sergeant. The commands are Eyes, RIGHT and Ready,
FRONT. The organizational color salutes at the command RIGHT, and resumes the Carry at the
command FRONT. The guard on the right flank of the Color guard does not execute Eyes Right.
d. During ceremonies, the Color guard remains at Right Shoulder Arms except when
executing Present Arms (as specified in subparagraph f).
e. When not participating in a ceremony and a situation occurs that warrants a Salute by the
organizational Color, the Color sergeant commands Color, SALUTE. The return to the Carry is
made at the command Carry, COLOR.
f. When in formation with the Color company, and not during a ceremony, the Color
bearers execute At Ease and Rest, keeping the staffs of the Colors vertical. The Color guard
executes Right Shoulder Arms, Order Arms, and Present Arms with the Color company. During
ceremonies when the Colors are not forward and remarks are to be made, the Color guards and
Color bearers execute Order Arms and Parade Rest on command of the Color company
commander. During any ceremony when the units are At Ease, the Color guard and Color bearers
are at Parade Rest.
g. The uniform for Color guards should be the same as prescribed for participating troops.

15-5. RECEIVING OR DISMISSING THE COLORS BY THE COLOR
GUARD
The Color guard uses the following procedures when receiving or dismissing the Colors.
a. When receiving uncased Colors on display in the commander’s office, the Color guard is
positioned in a single rank facing the Colors. The Color sergeant commands Present, ARMS and
Order, ARMS. On completion of Order Arms, the Color bearers (without command) secure the
Colors. The Color guard files outside (guard, National Color, organizational Color, guard) and reforms in a line formation. The Color guards execute Right Shoulder Arms and the Color bearers
assume the Carry Position.
b. To dismiss the Colors, the procedures are basically the same except that the Colors are
placed back in their stands before executing Present Arms.

15-6.

CASING AND UNCASING THE COLORS

Use the following procedures to case and uncase the Colors.
a. The Color guard forms in a line formation with the cased Colors at the Carry Position
(Order Position when indoors). The command sergeant major (or his direct representative)
positions himself six steps in front of and centered on the formation. He then commands Sling,
ARMS.
(1) The Color guards immediately adjust their slings and assume Sling Arms. The
command sergeant major commands POST. The Color guards face to the Half Left (Right) in
marching, take four steps, halt, and execute About Face.
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(2) The command sergeant major then directs UNCASE THE COLORS. The Color
bearers lower the Colors (same as Present Guidon). The two guards move forward and untie and
uncase the Colors. The Color bearers unfurl and immediately return the Colors to the Carry
(Order) Position. While the Colors are being unfurled, the guards fold the cases and secure them
in their left hand.
(3) When the Colors are in the Carry Position, the command sergeant major commands
Present, ARMS. The command sergeant major, Color guards, and the organizational Color
salute.
(4) The command sergeant major commands Order, ARMS, and then commands
POST. On the command of execution POST, the Color guards place the folded canvas cases
inside the cartridge belts (center rear) of the Color bearers. The Color guards assume their
original positions, adjust their slings, and return to Right Shoulder Arms.
(5) If the command sergeant major or his representative is not present, the senior Color
sergeant gives the necessary commands.
b. To case the Colors, the procedures are basically the same except Present Arms is given
before the Colors are lowered.
c. When casing or uncasing the Colors with the command present, the commander directs
UNCASE (CASE) THE COLORS. The command sergeant major and Color guards execute the
movement (as previously stated) except that they execute Present Arms and Order Arms with the
Color company. When the Colors are uncased and returned to the Carry Position, the commander
directs BRING YOUR UNITS TO PRESENT ARMS. After the units have executed this
directive, he then directs BRING YOUR UNITS TO ORDER ARMS.
d. If the Colors are to be cased or uncased during the receiving or dismissing by the Color
company, the Color guards execute Present Arms and Order Arms on command of the company
commander.
e. The command sergeant major uncases the organizational Color when it is displayed by
itself. He may also assist the Color guards when uncasing more than two Colors.

15-7. RECEIVING OR DISMISSING THE COLORS BY COLOR
COMPANY
The designated Color company receives and dismisses the Colors as follows:
a. The Color company should receive the Colors before it forms with the battalion.
b. The Color company forms at Attention with the commander facing to the front as the
Colors near the Color company.
c. The Color guard, guided by the senior sergeant, approaches from the front and halts 10
steps from the company commander.
d. The company commander then faces about and commands Present, ARMS, faces the
Colors and salutes. He terminates his Salute, faces about, and commands Order, ARMS.
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e. The specialists or privates of the Color guard execute Present Arms and return to Right
Shoulder Arms on the commands of the company commander (Present Arms and Order Arms).
f. The senior sergeant then marches the Color guard to its position within the company
formation. If the company is in column formation, the Color guard forms at the rear of the
company. When the company is in line or mass formation, the Color guard forms at the left of the
company. The Color company may join the battalion before the battalion forms at the ceremony
site or join with the battalion at the ceremony site. When the Color company joins the battalion,
the senior Color sergeant marches the Color guard to its appropriate post in the battalion
formation.
g. The Color guard is dismissed at the conclusion of the ceremony. This can occur in the
vicinity of the ceremony site, in the Color company area, or at the battalion headquarters. At the
designated area, the senior sergeant marches and halts the Color guard 10 steps in front of and
facing the commander of the Color company. The actions for dismissing the Colors are the same
as receiving the Colors. After being dismissed, the Color guard marches to the office,
headquarters, or tent of the commanding officer.
h. The Colors are received and dismissed from organizations smaller than a company, such
as a funeral escort, in a similar manner.
i. Casing and uncasing the Colors may be scheduled in conjunction with receiving and
dismissing the Colors.

15-8.

POSTING AND RETIRING THE COLORS

Formal assemblies conducted indoors begin with the presentation of the Colors, referred to as
posting the Colors, and end with the retirement of the Colors. The following instructions outline
the procedures for posting and retiring the Colors, with a head table and without head table. Since
indoor areas vary in size, configuration, and intended purpose, these instructions do not apply to
all situations. Therefore, persons planning an indoor ceremony can modify these instructions
based on their specific floor plan.
a. Posting the Colors. The Color guard forms outside the entrance to the dining area,
auditorium, or meeting hall. The audience is directed to stand until the Colors are posted. If the
playing of "The Star Spangled Banner" (or other appropriate music) and the invocation are
scheduled, the audience will remain standing until they are completed.
(1) When the arrangements include a head table, the Color guard enters in a line
formation, preferably, or forms in a line immediately inside the room and moves to a position
centered on and facing the head table.
(a) When the Colors arrive at the predesignated position, the Color sergeant
commands Colors, HALT, and Present, ARMS; and reports “The colors are present.” The host
acknowledges the report and directs POST THE COLORS. The area should be arranged to
allow adequate space for the Color guard to move between the head table and the flag stand.
(b) The Color sergeant then commands Order, ARMS; Right, FACE; and
Forward, MARCH. On the command of execution MARCH, the Color guard marches to the
rear of the head table (Figure 15-1, page 15-8).
(c) Once the Color guard is centered on the flag stand, they mark time and the
Color sergeant commands Colors, HALT and Right, FACE. The Color guard should approach
the flag stands from the right to position the National Color bearer in front of the flag holder on
the right, facing the audience.
(d) The Color bearers, without command, place the colors in the stand.
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(e) When the Colors are in the stand, the color sergeant commands Present,
ARMS and Order, ARMS. The guards return to Right Shoulder Arms; the Color sergeant
commands Left, FACE and Forward, MARCH; and the Color guard exits the area.
(2) When a head table is not used, the Color guard enters and moves to a predesignated
position centered on and facing the audience. This may require the Color guard to move in a
column and use Facing movements. The movement must be planned so that the National Color is
always on the right when in line and is leading when in column.
(a) When the Colors arrive at the predesignated position, the Color sergeant
commands Colors, HALT; Left (Right), FACE; and Present, ARMS. Any scheduled music or
the Pledge of Allegiance occurs at this time. The Color sergeant then commands Order, ARMS.
(b) The Color sergeant commands Right (Left), FACE and Forward, MARCH.
On the command of execution MARCH, the Color guard marches to the flag stand where the
actions of the Color guard are the same as previously described.
b. Retiring the Colors. The audience is directed to stand for the retiring of the Colors.
(1) When a head table is used, the Color sergeant moves the Color guard to the
head table.
(a) The Color sergeant commands Color guard, HALT; Present, ARMS, and
reports to the host, “Sir, request permission to retire the colors.” The host acknowledges the
report and directs RETIRE THE COLORS.
(b) The Color sergeant commands Order, ARMS; Right, FACE; Forward,
MARCH; and moves the Color guard until they are centered on the flag stand where they mark
time.
(c) The Color sergeant commands Color guard, HALT; Right, FACE; Present,
ARMS; and Order, ARMS. Upon completion of Order Arms the color bearers, without
command, retrieve the colors and assume the Carry Position.
(d) The Color sergeant commands Left, FACE and Forward, MARCH. The Color
guard exits the area.
(2) When the head table is not used, the Color guard moves directly to the flag stands
where the Colors are retrieved. The Color guard exits as previously described.

NOTE:

These procedures will vary when the command sergeant major is in charge of
the Colors during a formal dining-in.
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Figure 15-1. Posting and retiring the Colors

15-9. MOVEMENT OF THREE-MAN COLOR GUARD TO THE REAR
To face a three-man Color guard to the rear, the command is Colors Reverse, MARCH, and each
man simultaneously executes the following movements:
a. Number 1 faces left while marking time, takes two steps forward, and faces to the left
while marking time.
b. Number 2 takes one full step forward, executes About Face while marking time, and
takes one full step in the new direction, marking time.
c. Number 3 takes one full step and two half steps forward, faces to the right while marking
time, takes two full steps, faces to the right in marching, takes two full steps, and marks time.
d. When all are abreast of each other, they step off together or halt, as commanded
(Figure 15-2).
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Figure 15-2. Movement of Three-man Color Guard to the Rear

15-10. MOVEMENT OF FOUR-MAN COLOR GUARD TO THE REAR
To face a four-man Color guard to the rear, the command is Colors reverse, MARCH. At the
command MARCH, each man simultaneously executes the following movements:
a. Number 1 takes two steps forward, faces to the left in marching, takes one full step and
three half steps, faces to the left in marching, and takes two steps in the new direction.
b. Number 2 faces to the left in marching and faces to the left while marking time.
c. Number 3 takes one step forward, faces to the right in marching, takes two half steps,
faces to the right in marching, and takes one step in the new direction.
d. Number 4 takes one step forward, faces to the right in marching, takes one full step and
three half steps, faces to the right in marching, and takes one step forward in the new direction.
e. Numbers 2, 3, and 4 mark time after completing their movements until all men are
abreast, then step off together or halt, as the situation dictates (Figure 15-3, page 15-10).

NOTE:

This command may be given while marching, in which case the commands
are given when the left foot strikes the marching surface.
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Figure 15-3. Movement of four-man Color guard to the rear

NOTE:

Left About may be used in lieu of Colors Reverse. The command for this movement
is Left About, MARCH. The Color sergeant is the pivot man for the movement. On
the command of execution, the Color sergeant marches in place and turns to the left.
Other members shorten their step and turn in an arc keeping abreast of each other and
maintaining alignment. When the movement has been completed, each man marches
in place until the command HALT or Forward, MARCH is given. This movement
may be executed from the HALT or while marching.

15-11. MOVEMENT OF FIVE-MAN COLOR GUARD TO THE REAR
To face a five-man Color guard to the rear, the command is Colors Reverse, MARCH. At the
command MARCH, each man simultaneously executes the following movements:
a. Number 1 takes four steps forward, faces to the left in marching, takes four full steps
forward, faces to the left in marching, takes four full steps in the new direction, and marks time.
b. Number 2 faces left while marking time, takes two steps forward, and faces to the left
while marking time.
c. Number 3 takes one full step forward, executes about face while marking time, takes one
full step in the new direction, and marks time.
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d. Number 4 takes one full step and two half steps, faces to the right while marching, takes
two full steps, faces to the right in marching, takes two full steps, and marks time.
e. Number 5 takes three full steps forward, faces to the right in marching, takes four full
steps forward, faces to the right in marching, takes three full steps forward, and marks time.
f. Numbers 2, 3, 4, and 5 mark time after completing their movements.
g. When all men are abreast of each other, they step off together or halt, as the situation
dictates (Figure 15-4).

Figure 15-4. Movement of five-man Color guard to the rear

20 January 2012
SEC Honor Guard / Color Guard Manual (2-15-19)

TC 3-21.5

15-11
Powered by the SEC-PAC Page 30 of 60

Chapter 15

NOTE:

Left About may be used in lieu of Colors Reverse. The command for this movement
is Left about, MARCH. The Color sergeant is the pivot man for the movement. On
the command of execution, the Color sergeant marches in place and turns to the left.
Other members shorten their step and turn in an arc keeping abreast of each other and
maintaining alignment. When the movement has been completed, each man marches
in place until the command HALT or Forward, MARCH is given. This movement
may be executed from the HALT or while marching.

15-12. MOVEMENT OF SIX-MAN COLOR GUARD TO THE REAR
To face a six-man Color guard to the rear, the command is Colors Reverse, MARCH. At the
command MARCH, each man simultaneously executes the following movements:
a. Number 1 takes five steps forward, faces to the left in marching, takes six full steps
forward, faces to the left in marching, takes five full steps in the new direction, and marks time.
b. Number 2 faces left while marking time, takes three full steps forward, and faces to the
left in the new direction, while marking time.
c. Number 3 takes two full steps forward, faces to the left while marching, takes two steps
forward, faces to the left while marching, takes two full steps in the new direction, and marks
time.
d. Number 4 takes one full step forward, faces to the right while marching, takes two half
steps forward, faces to the right in marching, takes one full step in the new direction, and marks
time.
e. Number 5 takes three full steps forward, faces to the right in marching, takes three full
steps forward, faces to the right in marching, takes three full steps in the new direction, and
marks time.
f. Number 6 takes four full steps forward, faces to the right in marching, takes six full steps
forward, faces to the right in marching, takes four full steps in the new direction, and marks time.
g. Numbers 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 mark time after completing their movement.
h. When all men are abreast of each other, they step off together or halt, as the situation
dictates (Figure 15-5).
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Figure 15-5. Movement of six-man Color guard to the rear

15-13. POSITION OF THE COLORS AT THE ORDER
At the Order, rest the ferrule of the staff on the marching surface touching the outside of the right
footgear opposite the ball of the right foot. Hold the staff in the right hand with the back of the
hand facing outward and the fingers wrapped around the staff. Rest the staff against the hollow of
the shoulder (Figure 15-6, page 15-14).
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Figure 15-6. Position of the Colors at the Order

15-14. POSITION OF THE COLORS AT THE CARRY
At the Carry, rest the ferrule of the staff in the socket of the sling. The socket is below the waist
and adjusted to ensure that the finials of all Colors are of equal height (Figure 15-7). Grasp the
staff with the right hand (even with the mouth) and incline it slightly to the front with the left
hand securing the ferrule in the socket. The left hand may be positioned immediately below the
right hand to more firmly secure the Colors on windy days.
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Figure 15-7. Position of the Colors at the Carry
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15-15. POSITION OF THE COLORS AT PARADE REST
Parade Rest with the Colors is executed with staffs vertical. The Order and Parade Rest are
executed with the Color company except during ceremonies when the Colors remain at the Carry
Position (Figure 15-8).

Figure 15-8. Position of the Colors at Parade Rest

15-16. POSITION OF THE ORGANIZATIONAL COLOR AT COLOR
SALUTE
This position is assumed from the carry by slipping the right hand upward about 4 inches
and then thrusting the arm forward shoulder high and horizontal to the marching surface
forming an approximate 45-degree angle. When the Colors salute with troops who
execute Present Arms from the Order, the Color bearers assume the position of Carry at
the command ARMS and then execute the Color Salute (Figure 15-9). When casing or
uncasing Colors indoors (at the Order), the organizational Color bearer salutes (dips) by
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slipping his right hand upward and grasping the staff firmly, with the forearm horizontal and the
staff thrust forward until the arm is fully extended.

Figure 15-9. Position of the organizational Color at Color Salute
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Appendix G

SYMBOLS
This appendix contains an explanation of the symbols used in the figures in this
manual.

Figure G-1. Symbols
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Appendix H

MANUAL OF THE GUIDON
The guidon is a company, battery, or troop identification flag. It is present at
all unit formations unless otherwise directed by the commander.
When armed with a rifle, the guidon bearer slings the weapon behind his
back with the sling diagonally across his chest and the muzzle end up and to
the right.

H-1. BASIC GUIDON POSITIONS
This paragraph describes basic guidon positions and how to assume them.
a. When the unit is formed, the guidon bearer is one step in front of and two 15-inch left
steps to the right of and facing the person forming the unit (the person forming the unit is
facing the unit.) If the first sergeant forms the unit, the guidon bearer steps forward three
steps on the command POST.
b. To face with the guidon, raise the ferrule 1 inch off the marching surface by bending
the right elbow slightly. After executing the movement, automatically lower the ferrule to the
Order position. Keep the staff vertical throughout the movement.
c. Execute facing movements, marching movements, Present Arms (Present Guidon),
and Rest movements with the unit. During manual of arms movements, remain at Order
Guidon except for Present Arms (Figure H-1, page H-2).
d. When in a line formation and the company is faced to the right for a marching
movement, face to the right in marching, assume the Double-Time position (Figure H-7, page
H-8) and double-time from that position to a position five steps forward of and centered on
the squad leaders of the first platoon. If the company commander joins the formation at the
head of the column (six steps in front of and centered on the squad leaders), execute two left
steps.
e. If a platoon is authorized a guidon or phase banner (in training units for example),
the bearer’s post is one step in front of and two 15-inch steps to the right of and facing the
person forming the platoon. When the formation is faced to the right for a marching
movement, the bearer executes in the same manner as explained above, except that his post is
three steps in front of and centered on the squad leaders. If the platoon leader is present and
at his post, the bearer’s post is one step to the rear and two 15-inch steps to the left of the
platoon leader.
f. When the guidon bearer is marching at his post in a column formation during a
Column Left (Right), he executes a Column Half Left (Right) on the command of execution
and inclines as necessary to maintain his post.
NOTE:

Execute raised guidon only on the preparatory commands for Present, ARMS;
Eyes, RIGHT; and on the preparatory command Order of Order, ARMS
following the execution of Present Arms and Eyes Right. Also execute Raised
Guidon on the preparatory command Ready of Ready, FRONT.
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H-2. ORDER GUIDON
At Order Guidon (Position of Attention), keep the ferrule on the marching surface and
touching the outside of the right foot, opposite the ball of the right foot. Hold the staff in the
right hand in the “U” formed by the fingers (extended and joined pointing downward) and
thumb. Keep the right hand and arm behind the staff. Rest the staff against the hollow of the
shoulder (Figure H-1).

Figure H-1. Order guidon

H-3. REST POSITIONS
To assume Rest positions, execute the following actions.
a. On the preparatory command Parade, slide the right hand up the staff until the
forearm is horizontal and grasp the staff (1, Figure H-2). On the command of execution
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REST, thrust the staff straight forward keeping the ferrule on the marching surface until the
arm is fully extended, and at the same time, execute Parade Rest as in individual drill (2,
Figure H-2).
b. Stand At Ease is the same as Parade Rest, except that the eyes and head are turned
toward the commander.
c. Execute At Ease and Rest with the guidon from the Order Guidon position.

Figure H-2. Parade rest

H-4. CARRY GUIDON
To assume the position of Carry Guidon, execute the following actions.
a. On the preparatory command for marching movements, execute Carry Guidon from
Order Guidon by reaching across the body with the left hand (forearm horizontal) and
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grasping the staff (1, Figure H-3). Raise the staff vertically 6 inches allowing the staff to slide
through the right hand. While the staff is sliding through the right hand, release the grasp and
regrasp the staff with right thumb to the front, pointed downward and on line with the seam
of the trousers. On the command of execution MARCH, return the left hand smartly to the
left side and simultaneously step off (2, Figure H-3).
b. To resume Order Guidon from Carry Guidon, reach across the body with the left
hand (forearm horizontal) and grasp the staff. Let the staff slide through the hands until the
ferrule touches the marching surface. Regrasp the staff in the same manner as in Order
Guidon and then return the left hand sharply to the side as in the position of attention.
c. When double-timing, carry the guidon diagonally across the body in the same manner
as Port Arms.

Figure H-3. Carry position
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H-5. RAISED GUIDON
On the preparatory command Present of Present, ARMS and Eyes of Eyes, RIGHT, raise
the guidon vertically, by grasping the staff with the right hand. Raise the guidon with the
right hand while simultaneously moving the left hand (with palm to the rear) across the body
to guide the guidon (1, Figure H -4). Keep raising the guidon until the right hand is on line
with the right shoulder. Keep the right elbow into the side. Hold the guidon in this position
until the command of execution is given (2, Figure H-4).
NOTE:

When executing Raised Guidon from Carry Guidon, the bearer changes his grip to
the Order Guidon position when he grasps the staff with his left hand. He then
executes Raised Guidon as previously described. The bearer returns to Carry
Guidon from Raised Guidon as described in paragraph H-4.

Figure H-4. Raised guidon
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H-6. PRESENT GUIDON
To assume this position, execute the following actions.
a. On the preparatory commands for Present, ARMS and Eyes, RIGHT, execute
Raised Guidon. On the command of execution, lower the guidon to the front using the right
hand, keeping the left hand in the same position as Raised Guidon until the guidon is in the
horizontal position resting under the arm pit. As soon as the staff is horizontal, return the left
hand sharply to the left side (Figure H-5).
b. During a review, execute Eyes Right as the guidon is presented on the command of
execution RIGHT. Move the head and eyes to the front as the guidon is raised on the
command Ready of Ready, FRONT.
c. On the command Order of Order, ARMS or Ready of Ready, FRONT, regrasp the
staff with the left hand at its original position and execute Raised Guidon. On the command
of execution ARMS or FRONT, lower the guidon back to the carry or order position.

Figure H-5. Present guidon
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H-7. GUIDON BEARER’S SALUTE
When the guidon bearer (not in formation) has to salute from the order or carry position, the
Salute is given with the left hand. To achieve this position, execute the following actions.
a. Move the left hand sharply to a position so that the first joint of the forefinger is
touching the staff. The fingers and thumb are extended and joined, palm down, wrist straight,
and forearm horizontal (Figure H-6).

Figure H-6. Guidon Bearer’s Salute
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b. After the Salute is acknowledged, return the left hand sharply to the side.
c. When at Double Time (not in formation), return to Quick Time, returning the guidon to
the carry position and render the guidon Salute as previously described. Upon completing the
Salute return to the carry position and resume Double Time (Figure H-7).

Figure H-7. Double Time
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FLAGS AND COLORS
Normally, a flag detail consists of one noncommissioned officer in charge
(NCOIC), two halyard pullers, and two to eight flag handlers. The purpose of the
flag handlers is to ensure correct folding (unfolding) of the flag and to ensure
that the flag does not touch the ground. As a guide, two flag handlers are needed
when raising or lowering the storm (small) flag, six handlers for the post
(medium) flag, and eight handlers for the garrison (large) flag.
The members of the flag detail are equipped according to local standing
operating procedure and or letter of instructions.
The NCOIC inconspicuously gives the necessary commands or directives
to ensure proper performance by the flag detail. On windy days, he may assist
the flag handlers to secure or fold the flag. In most other situations, it is
inappropriate for the NCOIC to touch the flag when it is being folded or
unfolded.
NOTES: 1. For occasions when the flag of the United States is raised, lowered, or
flown at half-staff, see AR 600-25 and paragraphs K-1 and K-2.
2. When the flag is to be flown at half-staff, it is first hoisted to the top of the
flagpole and then lowered to the half-staff position. Before lowering the
flag, it is again raised to the top of the flagpole and then lowered
(AR 840-10).

K-1. RAISING THE FLAG (REVEILLE)
Execute the following actions when raising the flag.
a. The NCOIC forms the detail in a column of twos at Double Interval between files
(Figure K-1, page K-2). He secures the flag from its storage area and positions himself
between the files and on line with the last two men. He then marches the detail to the
flagpole.
b. The detail is halted in column, facing the flagpole on the downwind side or as
appropriate. They are halted so that the flagpole is centered between the halyard pullers. The
NCOIC commands POST. On this command, the halyard pullers immediately move to the
flagpole and ensure that the halyards are free of the pole. The flag handlers face to the center.
The NCOIC then directs UNFOLD THE FLAG. On this directive, the two flag handlers
nearest the NCOIC begin to (carefully) unfold the flag lengthwise, passing the freed end to
the other handlers. When the two handlers nearest the flagpole have firmly secured the flag,
the other handlers move away from the flagpole (as necessary) until the flag is fully
extended. The flag is not unfolded widthwise. The flag handlers hold the flag waist high with
their forearms horizontal to the ground.
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Figure K-1. Flag detail

c. At the appropriate time, the NCOIC directs ATTACH THE FLAG. On this
directive, all flag handlers take one side step toward the flagpole. The two handlers nearest
the flagpole immediately attach the top of the flag to the halyard. The halyard pullers raise
the flag until the bottom of the flag can be attached.
NOTE:

When raising the larger flags, the NCOIC may command Ready, STEP while
the halyard pullers raise the halyard until the lower portion of the flag is
attached.

d. At the first note of the music, the reveille gun is fired and the halyard pullers rapidly
raise the flag. The NCOIC salutes. As the flag is raised from the handlers’ hands, they face
the flagpole and salute. (Reveille is about 20 seconds in duration.) At the last note of the
music, the NCOIC commands Order, ARMS for himself and the flag handlers while the
pullers secure the halyards. The NCOIC then positions himself between the halyard pullers,
executes an About Face, and commands Ready, FACE. The detail will face in the
appropriate direction to depart the flag pole. He then marches the detail from the site.

K-2. LOWERING THE FLAG (RETREAT)
Execute the following actions when lowering the flag.
a. The detail is marched and positioned at the flagpole in the same manner as when
raising the flag. On the command POST, the halyard pullers free the halyards, untangle
them, ensure that they are free from the pole, and then temporarily resecure them; the flag
handlers do not face to the center. The NCOIC then commands Parade, REST.
b. At the cannon shot or at the last note of “Retreat” (if a cannon is not fired), each
halyard puller immediately frees the halyards. The NCOIC commands himself and the flag
handlers to ATTENTION and Present, ARMS. At the first note of “To the Color,” the flag
is lowered slowly and with dignity.
c. The call, “To the Color,” is approximately 40 seconds in duration. As the flag is
lowered to within reach, the two flag handlers farthest away from the flag terminate their
Salute, move forward rapidly, secure the flag, and move back from the flagpole between the
columns.
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(1) As the flag passes each handler, he terminates his Salute and assists in securing
the flag. The flag is held palms down, fingers and thumb extended and joined, forearms
horizontal. The NCOIC terminates his Salute at the last note of the music.
(2) Once the flag is detached, it is then folded. (See Figure K-2, page K-4, for
correct folding techniques.) After securing the halyard, the handlers assist in the folding.
NOTE:

When taking steps forward or backward to fold the flag, the members of the
detail always step off with the left foot and always bring the trail foot
alongside the lead foot as in the Position of Attention.

(a) To fold the flag the NCOIC commands Ready, STEP. All personnel take
the appropriate number of steps backward to ensure that the flag is horizontal, wrinkle free,
and centered on the flagpole.
(b) The NCOIC then commands Ready, STEP. The flag handlers take the
appropriate number of steps toward each other, making the first fold lengthwise. The
members on the NCOIC’s right ensure that their edge of the flag is overlapping the left side
by about inch, which prevents any red from showing when the folding is complete. The
NCOIC ensures that the flag is straight.
(c) The NCOIC then commands Ready, TWO. The members of the column on
the NCOIC’s left reach down and secure the fold with the fingers pointing upward and the
palms facing away.
(d) The NCOIC then commands Ready, THREE. The members take the
appropriate number of steps backward to ensure that the flag is horizontal, wrinkle free, and
centered on the flagpole.
(e) Ready, STEP, Ready, TWO, and Ready, THREE are commanded and
executed one more time to get the flag completely folded lengthwise.
(f) The flag handlers nearest the NCOIC then fold a 4-inch cuff and begin
folding the flag, starting with the corner on the NCOIC’s left. When folding the flag, the
handlers are careful to keep the edges straight and to not bend the flag.
(g) After the flag has reached the position of honor (at the head of the right
column), the NCOIC marches by the most direct route to a position directly in front of the
flag handler and inspects the flag. The NCOIC then receives the flag and carries it held
against his chest with his forearms with the point up.
(h) After the flag has been folded and received by the NCOIC, he positions
himself between the halyard pullers and faces the storage site. The NCOIC then commands
Ready, FACE. The members of the detail make the appropriate Facing movement toward
the storage site. The detail is then marched to the storage site.
NOTE:

Once the flag has been folded (cocked hat), it is treated as a cased Color and
not saluted by persons meeting the flag detail. The flag will be treated with the
utmost dignity and respect but not be rendered any sort of honors.
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Figure K-2. Correct method of folding United States flag

K-3. DISPLAY
The flag of the United States represents the living country and is considered a living thing.
a. Rules and customs for displaying the U.S. flag, adopted by an act of Congress in 1942
and amended in 1976, are found in Title 36 of the United States Code.
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NOTE:

No other flag or pennant should be placed above or, if on the same level, to
the right of the flag of the United States of America except during church
services conducted by naval chaplains at sea, when the church pennant may be
flown above the flag, and except as required by multinational agreements to
which the United States is a signatory.

b. The union, the field of blue with the grouping of stars representing the individual
states, is the honor point and is the flag’s right. When the flag is displayed, the union is
always to the top and to the flag’s own right (the left of the observer). When carried, the flag
is always free, never stretched flat or carried horizontally. In the company of other flags, the
U.S. flag is always on the marching right (the flag’s own right), or, if there is a line of other
flags, in front of the center of that line. When a number of flags of states, or localities, or
pennants of societies are grouped and displayed from staffs, the U.S. flag is in the center and
at the highest point of the group. If all flags are displayed from staffs of the same height, the
flag of the United States is placed in the honor position, to the right of the other flags (to the
left of the observer). When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they are flown from
separate staffs of the same height, they are of approximately equal size, and the U.S. flag is
to the right of the others.
NOTE:

When the U.S. flag is flown in conjunction with other national flags, care
must be taken to ensure that the foreign national flag is correct and properly
displayed.

c. The flag of the United States is never used as drapery. It is displayed hung flat against
a wall or flown free from a staff. It is not festooned over doorways or arches, tied in a bow,
or fashioned into a rosette. It is not used to cover a speaker’s desk or draped over the front of
a platform. For those purposes, bunting may be used, giving the blue of the bunting the place
of honor at the top of the arrangement or in the center of the rosette. Traditionally, there is
one permissible departure from the rules for display of the flag of the United States: in a dire
emergency, the flag may be flown upside down as a distress signal.
NOTE:

For a detailed explanation of the regulations concerning the flag of the United
States and other flags and Colors, see ARs 840-10 and 600-25.

K-4. CLASSIFICATION
A flag, as distinguished from a Color, is not saluted except during the ceremonies of raising
and lowering the flag.
a. U.S. flags used by the Army are classified by size as follows:
(1) Garrison Flag. The garrison flag is 20 feet hoist by 38 feet fly of nylon wool and
is displayed on holidays and important occasions.
(2) Post Flag. The post flag is 8 feet 11 3/8-inch hoist by 17 feet fly of nylon and is
used for general display, and flown daily.
(3) Field Flag. The field flag is 6 feet 8 inches hoist by 12 feet fly of nylon wool
and is used for display with the positional field flag.
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(4) Storm Flag. The storm flag is 5 feet hoist by 9 feet 6 inches fly of nylon and is
flown during inclement weather.
(5) Interment Flag. The interment flag is 5 feet hoist by 9 feet 6 inches fly of
cotton bunting.
b. A Color is the U.S. flag trimmed on three sides with golden yellow fringe 2 1/2
inches wide. The Color is primarily for indoor display. U.S. Colors used by the Army are
classified by size as follows:
• 4 feet, 4 inches hoist by 5 feet, 6 inches fly displayed with the U.S. Army flag,
positional Colors, the Corps of Cadets Colors, 1st Battalion 3rd Infantry Colors,
and the chapel flag.
• 3 feet hoist by 4 feet fly displayed with the Army field flag, distinguishing flags,
organizational Colors, institutional flags, and the chapel flag.
c. Other types of military flags include:
(1) Colors. These are flags of organizations and certain civilian and
military officials.
(2) Standards. Flags of mounted units were formerly called standards.
(3) Distinguished Flags. These flags identify headquarters, offices, general officers,
and organizations, none of which is authorized organizational or individual Colors.
(4) Ensign. An ensign is a rectangular flag flown from aircraft, ships, and boats.
(5) Guidon. A guidon is a swallow-tailed flag carried by companies, batteries,
troops, and certain detachments.
(6) Pennant. A pennant is a triangular flag used for various utility purposes.
d. Dismounted organizations traditionally carried the Color while mounted
organizations (cavalry, mechanized, and motorized) traditionally carried the standard. Colors
were larger than standards. Under present regulations, both are called Colors.
e. The organizational Color is dipped in Salute during the playing of the United States
National Anthem, “To the Color,” "Taps" (funerals only), and during the ceremony at
reveille. It is dipped in Salute when rendering honors to the organization’s commander or to a
person of higher grade, but at no other time. The U.S. flag is never dipped in Salute.
f. Until 1813, the Colors of an infantry regiment were carried by ensigns, who were the
lowest ranking officers of the regiment. In that year, the regulations were changed and the
work was entrusted to Color sergeants. Noncommissioned officers carry them today.

K-5. ARMY FLAGS
The United States Army flag is 4 feet, 4 inches hoist by 5 feet, 6 inches fly and is trimmed on
three sides with yellow fringe 2 1/2 inches in width. On Flag Day, 14 June 1956, the 181st
anniversary of the U.S. Army, the newly adopted United States Army flag was publicly
unfurled at Independence Hall, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by the Honorable Wilbur M.
Brucker, Secretary of the Army. The flag, of white silk, bears an embroidered replica of the
official seal of the Department of the Army in ultramarine blue (without the roman
numerals). A scarlet scroll inscribed “United States Army” in white is centered between the
device and the ultramarine blue numerals “1775” denoting the year the Army was founded,
by action of the Continental Congress, 14 June 1775. The original War Office seal,
constituting the central design of the flag, was authorized by the Continental Congress on 8
May 1779. The U.S. Army flag bears all the streamers representing the
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Army’s campaigns since its inception. (When not being carried, the Yorktown streamer
should always be prominently displayed.) The Army field flag was authorized in 1962 and is
the same as the United States Army flag except that it is 3 feet hoist by 4 feet fly, the
background is ultramarine blue, the seal is white, the scroll is white, “United States Army” is
scarlet, the numerals “1775” are white, and streamers are not authorized. The flag is issued to
those organizations and headquarters not authorized the United States Army flag. (Units
authorized issue are specified in AR 840-10.)

K-6. COURTESIES BY INDIVIDUALS
Table K-1 (pages K-8 through K-11) lists courtesies by individuals in various dress and
circumstances.
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Table K-1. Courtesies by individuals
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Acronyms and Abbreviations
AR

Army Regulation

ARNG

Army National Guard

AWOL

absent without leave

CAC

Casualty Assistance Center

CAO

casualty assistance officer

CD

compact disk

COT

commander of troops

CQ

charge of quarters

DOD

Department of Defense

FM

field manual

MOI

memorandum of instruction

NCO

noncommissioned officer

NCOIC

noncommissioned officer in charge

NOK

next of kin (graphics only)

OIC

officer in charge

OSD

Office of the Secretary of Defense; over, short, and damaged report

POC

point of contact

Pvt

private

RC

Reserve Component

RSC

Regional Support Command

SOP

standing operating procedures

STARC

state area command

U.S.

United States

USAR

U.S. Army Reserve
Definitions

alignment

The arrangement of several elements on the same line

base

The element on which a movement is planned or regulated
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cadence

The uniform rhythm in which a movement is executed, or the number of
steps or counts per minute at which a movement is executed. Drill
movements are normally executed at the cadence of quick time or double
time. Quick time is the cadence of 120 counts or steps per minute; double
time is the cadence of 180 counts or steps per minute.

ceremonies

Formations and movements in which a number of troops execute
movements in unison and with precision just as in drill; however, their
primary value is to render honors, preserve tradition, and stimulate esprit
de corps.

commander

Person in charge.

cordon

A line of Soldiers to honor a dignitary upon entering or exiting from a
given place or vehicle.

cover

Aligning oneself directly behind the man to one's immediate front while
maintaining correct distance.

depth

The space from front to rear of a formation, including the front and rear
element.

directive

An oral order given by a commander to direct or cause a subordinate
leader or lead element to take action.

distance

The space between elements when the elements are one behind the other.
Between units, it varies with the size of the formation; between
individuals, it is an arm's length to the front plus 6 inches, or about 36
inches, measured from the chest of one man to the back of the man
immediately to his front.

drill

Certain movements by which a unit (or individuals) is moved in a uniform
manner from one formation to another, or from one place to another.
Movements are executed in unison and with precision.

element

An individual, squad, section, platoon, company, or larger unit forming as
part of the next higher unit.

file

A column that has a front of one element.

flank

The right or left side of any formation as observed by an element within
that formation.

formation

The arrangement of elements of a unit in a prescribed manner:

line

A formation in which the elements are side by side or abreast of each
other. In a platoon line, the members of each squad are abreast of each
other with the squads one behind the other.

column

A formation in which the elements are one behind the other. In a platoon
column, the members of each squad are one behind the other, with the
squads abreast of each other. To change a line formation to a column
formation, the command is Right, FACE. To change a column formation
to a line formation, the command is Left, FACE.
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front

The space from side to side of a formation, including the right and left
elements.

guide

The person responsible for maintaining the prescribed direction and rate
of march.

head

The leading element of a column.

interval
close

The lateral space between Soldiers, measured from right to left by the Soldier
on the right placing the heel of his left hand on his hip, even with the top of the
belt line, fingers and thumb joined and extended downward, with his elbow in
line with the body and touching the arm of the Soldier to his left.

double

The lateral space between Soldiers, measured from right to left by raising both
arms shoulder high with the fingers extended and joined (palms down) so that
fingertips are touching the fingertips of the Soldiers to the right and to the left.

normal

The lateral space between Soldiers, measured from right to left by the Soldier
on the right holding his left arm shoulder high, fingers and thumb extended and
joined, with the tip of his middle finger touching the right shoulder of the
Soldier to his left.

PICAA

Five-step process used in all marching movements: P-preparatory command,
I-intermediate step, C-command of execution, A-action step, and Aadditional step.

post

The correct place for an officer or noncommissioned officer to stand in a
prescribed formation.

rank

A line that is one element in depth.

re-form

A command to restore the previous element or formation (used only during
drill instructions).

step

The prescribed distance measured from one heel to the other heel of a marching
Soldier.
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