2 0 2 0 S P E C I AL E D I T I O N

FEATURE ARTICLE:

SEC TV
LAUNCHED, p. 6

A NEW
NORMAL at
The Mount,
p. 8

HOPE IN THE
MIDST OF
COVID-19, p. 20

SHARING THE
EMOTIONAL AND
MENTAL HEALTH OF
WORKERS, p. 22
SEC SDA | SPRING 2020 SPECIAL EDITION |

SOUTHEASTERN
CONFERENCE

MAGAZ I N E
Editorial Staff

Publisher: Gregory O. Mack
Editor: Noel V. Grant
Managing Editor: Kathleen Williams
Proof Reader/Managing Editor II: Keitha Hatcher
Design & Layout: Kathleen Williams/Vel McKenzie
Cover: Toyin Mattison

Southeastern Conference Admin.
President: Gregory O. Mack
Executive Secretary: Michael K. A. Owusu, D.Min.
Chief Financial Officer: Sheree Brown
Special Assistant to President: David Peay
Ministerial Director: Clarence Wright
Director of Youth Ministries: Prince Lewis
Director of Human Resources: Nicola McClymont, DBA
Superintendent of Education: Barbara E. Davis, Ed.D.
Director of Health/Fam Life Min: Mark A. Brown, D.Min.
Director of Women/Prayer Min: Mithra Williams
Director of Haitian Ministries: Nicolas Louis
Director of Hispanic Ministries: Roger Alvarez
Director of Stewardship/Trust Min: Juan Gonzalez
Director of SS/Children Min: Pierre Francois
Technology/Communications Dir: Noel V. Grant
__________________________

THE SENTINEL
Published by the Communication & Technology
Department of Southeastern Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists
Email: communications@secsda.org
Communications & Technology Department
1701 Robie Avenue
Mount Dora, Florida 32757
(352) 735-3142 · www.secsda.org
SENTINEL
is the
official magazine
3 The
| SPRING
2020
SPECIAL
EDITIONof|

SEC SDA

Hope During A
Severe Crucible
Hello Saints of God!
We are living in interesting times and dealing with an elusive enemy. We are in the middle of an intense battle right now, one that
is decimating our people, communities, and churches. Together
with the outbreak of unpalatable violence from riots we are left
wondering what is next. Well, Jesus said in Isaiah 41:10 (MSG)
“Don’t panic. I’m with you. There’s no need to fear for I’m your
God. I’ll give you strength. I’ll help you. I’ll hold you steady, keep
a firm grip on you.” What a promise!
God’s Church is not a building – It is a community of people
marching into the battle, prepared to serve this dying world. As
Christians we only need an open door to share God's love and
mercy with those around us and right now, the world is an opendoor suffering from the crucible of COVID-19. Thus, the reason
for this special edition of our Sentinel Magazine. It is a glimpse of
how Satan tried to use an invisible threat to halt God’s work. As
you read each story you will see that the devil’s wiles did not prevail and through these remarkable stories I hope you will also see
golden cords of strength, courage, resilience and resolve as
Southeastern Conference continues to serve you and you continue to serve our communities.
Echoing the sentiments of many, although we are socially distanced let us remain spiritually connected. If this paradigm shift is
our new model and norm to operate in a new environment, it is
the open door. Southeastern Conference Community, I am proud
of you. Happy reading!
Sincerely,
Gregory O. Mack
President
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SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE
TELEVISION LAUNCHED
By Noel Grant

As part of its mission-driven

initiative, the
administrators and members of the Executive
Committee of Southeastern Conference had a
vision of launching a television station that
would assist in bringing its message of hope
and wholeness to the SEC territory and “the
everlasting gospel…unto them that dwell on
the earth, and to every nation, and kindred,
and tongue and people.” (Revelation 14:6.
KJV)
This initiative was scheduled to be launched
in the 2nd quarter of 2020. However, with the
onset of the Coronavirus pandemic, life as we
know it changed. On March 13, 2020, a state
of national emergency was declared, and stay
-at-home orders subsequently issued.
Through the recommendation of the Center
for Disease Control (CDC), all our churches
and schools were closed. Life as we knew it
had suddenly changed. Swift action was
needed to keep our members connected and
engaged. As a conference, we sprung to action. It was “all hands on deck,” and on
March 21, 2020 SECTv hit the airways. As a
result of the administration’s creative thinking and forward planning, SECTv was in
place to provide quality programming to meet
the needs of its members and the wider community during a time of unforeseen crisis.
SEC Worship from Home provides various
programming for Sabbath where our viewers
can experience a full day of worship right
from the comfort of home beginning at
9:00am and ending at 7:30pm. The Divine
Hour service is presented in the three major
languages of our conference (English, French
and Spanish) so all our members can be a part
of the experience.

hosts, producers, directors, program directors,
streaming technicians, camera crew, video editors and other support staff.
SECTv can be accessed through our YouTube
Channel (Southeastern Conference of Seventh
-day Adventists) and also through our website
at www.secsda.org.
SECTv is a growing success. We have about
1,000 views for each show and over 8,000
subscribers to our Facebook page and
YouTube Channel, and we continue growing
each day.
We are excited about the future of SECTv.
Through SECTv, our conference can stay
connected with its members and reach the
people within our Southeastern Conference
territory and far beyond with the message of
our Lord’s soon return. Jesus will be coming
soon, and God is using this medium to reach
His children near and far to be assured of Him
during this time of uncertainty. Stay tuned
and be a part of this effort “to reach communities within Southeastern” and beyond “with
a Christ-centered message of hope and wholeness.”
Noel Grant is the
Communication/Information Technology Director for
Southeastern Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,
Mt. Dora, FL

Our ability to provide these quality programs
is due to the work of a dedicated team of
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The Church

By Dwight A. Gayle

For the last eight weeks, our churches in rural South

Florida--Belle Glade and Clewiston respectively--have
embraced the new normal worshipping over various technological platforms that are available to our church community. When the orders were issued by the local government and Southeastern Conference to close church buildings from public worship, it was not an easy task. We
learned the different personalities that exist among us as a
people. Some gladly accepted the precautions that needed
to be exercised to stop the spread of the novel Coronavirus. On the other hand, we had those who were skeptical
about the immediate decision to close our churches, fearing that we were bowing the knees to the drums of Babylon which would remove from us the right to preach the
everlasting Gospel to the community around us. I thank
God that we were not bowing the knees to Babylon but
making even larger footsteps as we continue to build the
kingdom of God on this side of eternity.

We were challenged by this difficult situation to experience some of the glory days of the first-century church.
Paul, the apostle, in his letter to the Ephesians gave the
perfect definition of the church with the use of various
metaphors. The church is (1) The body of Christ
(Ephesians 1:22-23, 4:1-16, 5:29-30, (2) A holy temple
(Ephesians 2:19-22), (3) The Bride of Christ (Ephesians
5:25-27), and (4) A victorious army (Ephesians 6:10-20).
The church, in its simplest sense, is the community of
God's people--not the building. If we should take an investigative look at how God's church grew, particularly in the
first century, we will realize that the believers worshipped
in various homes and buildings. Padded pews, screens,
and cameras were not essential to the rapid growth of
God's Church.
The home church is in God's plan. It is a place where true
religion is experienced. Fellowship is genuine and the focus is on community and prayer. As the pandemic forced
upon us social distancing laws and gathering restrictions,
we moved rapidly to maintain fellowship, community, and
prayer. All our services were conducted via a telephone
conference line with the occasional zoom video conferences for those who can access technology and are comfortable expressing themselves while using video technology. It is crucial to maintain the community within the
body of Christ. Christ gave Himself for her. She is special.
It is through the church that there is a constant connection
between heaven and earth. The proclamation of the gospel, which is one of the roles of the church, cannot be
done by the building but by those who gather together in
that building week-after-week for services, seminars, and
other programming. Christ would not allow His church to
be closed. It is impossible to close the church because the
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church is not a building, it is the body of Christ.
The church buildings serve their purpose in times of ease
when we can gather as a body and worship the true and
living God. In our community, we pride in the fact that we
were able to pay off all debts on our properties with the
help of the Southeastern Conference Mission-Driven initiative last year. But COVID-19 restrictions let us understand that free and clear properties are not enough. The
gospel must be preached! Souls must be won for the kingdom since the church is an indispensable part of the gospel. The building can be closed, but the church must continue to thrive--even in adverse circumstances.
Can you imagine a world without the gospel? This pandemic alone has taught us that every facet of life has its
limits, and there comes a time when we all need to look to
the One who is without limits. And so, the church's responsibility, during these difficult times, is to help a planet
in trouble by instilling Hope in hopelessness. COVID-19,
the storm that troubled our boats, have helped our churches, locally, to understand the statement, "I am the church!"
“I am the church” has always been a part of our mode of
operation, but due to ingrained institutionalization, the
church is seen only as a building and not as a people. We
are hoping, by the grace of God, that we will continue, in
the power of the Holy Spirit, to keep in the community as
we build the kingdom of God. In this season we desire to
grow in community, experience genuine fellowship and
pray ourselves to spiritual renewal.

Dwight A. Gayle is the Pastor of
Trinity Temple Seventh-day Adventist Church,
Belle Glades, FL

A New Normal At The Mount
By Dr. Derrick Moffett

W
ho would have thought it? Who could have called it? Who
could have conceived it? How could we have gone from a state of
absolute, carefree normal to no normal at all, in a matter of days?

We have often talked about Eschatology as a Seventh-day Adventist Church. We have often preached about the Seal of God
and the Mark of the Beast. We have talked about the Close of
Probation and the Boycott and Death Decree of Revelation 13.
We have discussed the Seven Last Plagues and the Time of Trouble leading us into the Battle of Armageddon and the imminent
Return of Jesus Christ. Never could we have imagined that God
would use the Covid-19 Pandemic as a “dress rehearsal” for these
Last Day Events!
To go from a cushy-comfortable preaching forum, a chorus of
“Hallelujahs” and the utterances of “Amens” to having an audience consisting of one camera, a cue from a mask-clad Techie,
and a subsequent “YouTube” Worship presentation has really
been an eye-opener for me. Now, submerged in a flood of telephone or video conferences designed to cover a plethora of meetings--all of which have been attended by me from my Dining
Room--is absolutely, unbelievable!
One great thing about the Pandemic--if there can be any such
thing--is that the restrictions have reduced my daily travel from
several trips per day at sixty miles round trip to one trip per week
to either pre-record the sermon or livestream the discourse on
Sabbath Morning. This change is the most phenomenal evidence
of the gravity of this virus, to say the least.
Nevertheless, when the call came from the Pastoral Team, consisting of Dr. Charles Drake and Elder Emmanuel Charles, undergirded by our Elders, and our Prayer Ministries Team, headed by
Sister Alpha Footman, as to how we should react to the approaching Pandemic, we did not hesitate! To preserve the health of our
congregation, we closed immediately. In fact, the last Sabbath we
were to be in the building, we had scheduled the baptism of five,
precious souls. However, the call for “social distancing” warranted the postponement of this momentous event.

In addition to the impact, the Community Services Department is
having upon the community is the emergence of our Technological Team, under the leadership of Dr. Anthony Winston, Carol
Smith, and Hervin Monlouise. They have been working in conjunction with our Worship Leader, Sharon McKay; Sabbath
School Superintendent, Mercille Lewis; Children’s Ministries
Leader, Fendi Duclos; AYM Leader, Emmanuel Charles; and the
technological contributions of Elder Tory St. Cyr and Marcel
Sutherland, have proven to be a match made in Heaven! Weekby-week their resolve has been put to the test, yet they continue
to come forth as shining armor! Although we are still in pursuit
of that one flawless Sabbath presentation, we have come to accept “Murphy’s Law” as a well-known truth.

The “new normal” is a challenge for our Senior membership as
well. They have had to accept the need to become “tech savvy”,
despite the desired comfort and security of staying aloof. The
younger is assisting the older in making this transition; and I am
happy to announce that more and more of our seniors are conquering the “learning curve”.
If I might prognosticate the future of Mt. Sinai, I would say that
since the need to use advanced technology for social media, virtual meetings, and services has thrust us into the “virtual world”;
I do not see us returning to many of the practices we have traditionally enjoyed. May God bless us as we strive to welcome the
“new normal”!

Dr. Derrick Moffett is the
Senior Pastor of Mt. Sinai
Seventh-day Adventist Church,
Orlando, FL

Now, after six weeks of quarantine because of the “Stay at home
order” as well as the curfews, the church sports an eerie quiet
when we enter its portals today. The only hustle and bustle that
enlivens the building is the Community Services Food Distribution Program. This entity gives out food twice per week; on Sundays and Mondays to relieve the suffering of many families in
Orlando! What began as a ministry to help the community, has
become a “beacon in a dark place” because of the Covid-19 virus.
Many who have lost their jobs depend upon our faithful service
each week. Our Community Services Team, under the leadership
of Sister Lesli Ahonkhai, has done an incredible job relieving the
trauma associated with this Pandemic.
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MT. OLIVET CHURCH
SERVES ITS COMMUNITY
By Cynthia Williams

Mount Olivet church continues its efforts in being a

servant to God’s people during a Pandemic crisis that
is plaguing millions. Mt. Olivet, located in Ft.
Lauderdale, Fla., resides within a community with a
population of approximately 63,786. Unfortunately,
the number of families below the poverty level is
37.9%; and within single-parent households with children under 18, the poverty level is 50.1%.
Prior to the Coronavirus pandemic, Mt. Olivet Community Service (ACS) ministry weekly outreach activities included a food distribution to (700) individuals per month, serving hot meals (500) to the homeless (unsheltered), and a site location for shelter
placement. In addition, providing hot mobile showers for the unsheltered and/or the community to utilize. These efforts were in collaboration with several
nonprofit organizations that have committed to the
cause of making a difference in the community. Even
though the challenges have been grave and millions
have been affected by the pandemic, Mt. Olivet
church ACS has continued its efforts in making a difference.
Under the leadership of Cynthia Holmes, Community
Services, and Sarah Shaw, Personal Ministries, the
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community services and personal ministries teams
joined hands to take a holistic approach to meet the
many needs of the community.
Weekly, approximately 170 hot meals continued to
be served to the unsheltered/community. In addition, bi-weekly drive-through food distributions to
approximately 300 families. These efforts have been
coordinated with a host of volunteers from ACS,
church members, and the community. Our Personal
Ministries Department has distributed more than
2000 tracts to the community with messages of the
times that provide emotional, physical, and spiritual
healing for the many souls we serve. To God be the
glory; souls have enrolled in Mt. Olivet community
Bible school, and some have sealed their newfound
faith in the watery grave of baptism.
ACS continues to follow Jesus’ example and mingle
with the community to meet their immediate and
spiritual needs. Many souls are waiting to receive
the salvation message. With these joint efforts, individuals see, hear, and read this simple message of
salvation. God’s word is powerful and we must give
it, live it, and teach it; God himself will do the rest.
Cynthia Williams is the ACS Director
of Mt. Olivet Seventh-day Adventist Church,
Ft. Lauderdale, FL

My Bittersweet
Coronavirus
Experience
By Nadine Cenafils
COVID-19 has been a bittersweet experience for my
family. My parents live on the beautiful isle of Jamaica – my island home that I left behind to relocate
to the sunshine state in the summer of 1995. For
many years, I have been blessed by quarterly visits
from my parents but due to the coronavirus pandemic, 2020 has started with some bitter experiences.
March birthday celebration canceled. Mother’s Day
celebration canceled. As borders remain closed, we
face the possibility of Father’s Day celebrations being canceled as well.
My mother-in-love passed away in November 2019,
so we have been adjusting to our new normal – honestly, we are still trying to figure out what that looks
like. Corona comes along and closes down our
churches but that provides us with a tremendous opportunity – free weekends! For the past 9 weeks my
husband, Ev’ns and I have been able to spend every
weekend with his Dad. Pop lives an hour away on a
good day but another Corona blessing is light traffic
so it is now a 45-minute drive. Every Friday evening
we pack our bags and we head off to our home away
from home, spending the entire weekend enjoying
fellowship with Pop. For 2 days, we are able to
break physical and spiritual bread with him – memories guaranteed to last us a lifetime.

We have family who live in New Jersey, New York,
Massachusetts, Texas, and a few scattered throughout
the state of Florida. Another Corona blessing has
been our weekly Zoom video conference calls to
open Sabbath on Friday evenings and again on Saturday evenings to close Sabbath welcoming the new
week. It is an absolute delight to connect with family
we haven’t seen in ages – for everyone to have an
opportunity to share how God is blessing as relationships are being strengthened and it also gives us an
opportunity to pray for those in need. We rejoiced
with a cousin as she endured her last chemotherapy
treatment the day after her birthday. We cried with
our sister who lost her best friend and was unable to
attend the funeral. We have enjoyed video calls to
celebrate birthdays and now we are planning high
school graduations.
Corona has brought its fair share of challenges, and I
foresee many more as 2020 progresses! My number
one desire is to see my parents soon, especially to
have an opportunity to celebrate their 50 wedding
anniversary with them in September. However, as
much as I am looking forward to things that I miss, I
also hope that these new experiences do not fade
away and become history. This quarantine has created wonderful bonding opportunities with family and
loved ones to connect in new ways as our busy lives
have hit the pause button. The psalmist encourages
us in Psalms 46:10 to be still and acknowledge God –
as we adjust to a new normal yet again I pray that we
will always remember to be still and listen out for
that still small voice!
th

Nadine Cenafils is the
Administrative Assistant to the Chief Financial Officer
Southeastern Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
Mt. Dora, FL
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To Trust
is to Triumph
By Charlotte Grant
2 Chronicles 20:20 says “Jehoshaphat stood up and said: Listen
to me, you people of Judah and residents of Jerusalem! Trust in
the Lord your God and you will be safe.” The Bible tells us
that there is nothing new “under the sun” so we have to remind
ourselves that COVID-19 is also “under the sun.” Pandemics
have historically been a part of our lives, from the plagues of
Moses to modern-day SARS. However, God has repeatedly
told His people; “Fear not.” “Be brave.” “Be courageous.”
When others succumb, you conquer! When others tremble, you
triumph! When others panic, you pray!
Southeastern Conference Prayer Ministries has sought to heed
the powerful words of God and to be a light in times of darkness. In January 2020, prayer ministries launched a conference
prayer line where individuals gather the first Sunday of each
month from 7:00 – 7:30 a.m. to pray together and hear a word
from the Lord. However, in response to COVID-19, a new conference prayer line was added, Prayer on the Line, where individuals meet every Sunday from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m., calling on
the name of the Lord and asking for His protection and mercy
during these unprecedented times.
Local churches have had to close their doors indefinitely and
social distancing guidelines are now in place, which is especially important for people who are at higher risk of contracting
COVID-19. It is paramount that protective measures are in
place, yet the lack of church fellowship presents challenges to
churchgoers and the community at large. The inability to
“dwell with the saints” has, for some people, created feelings of
isolation, separation, and disconnection. One of the main objectives of Prayer on the Line is to connect, engage, and encourage others, especially during this time.
The SEC prayer lines actively promote intercessory prayer. By
being open and responsive to working with the Holy Spirit, it is
the belief of prayer ministries that God’s love, guidance, and
healing power will be released for the benefit of His people and
to His glory. While it is strongly encouraged that individuals
participate on their local church prayer lines, the conference
prayer lines remain available to enhance and supplement prayer
life. Due to the inability of people to attend the traditional worship services, Prayer on the Line has been blessed to reach
across states to connect, intercede, and breathe blessings to
those who have come together for a common cause.
In the midst of this major health crisis, God has created an opportunity for people to connect through prayer in new
ways. Southeastern Conference Television (SECTV) has introduced a new show entitled Prayed Up, a live, call-in prayer
request show that has been blessing viewers around the conference and beyond. Each person has an opportunity to share their
request over the phone or online and the requests are prayed for
during the program. God’s work will continue to move forward,
despite the troubling times before us; and, now more than ever,
people are turning to God in prayer.
The prayer ministries have had to make some adjustments to
regularly scheduled programs and events slated for 2020. The
annual Prayer Summit scheduled for May 29 – 31 will not be
possible due to social distancing; but, there will be a Virtual
Prayer Summit on May 30, 2020, from 1:30 – 4:00 p.m.. The
theme is “The Upper Room Experience: United in Prayer.”
Now more than ever before, we must join together as a confer-
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ence and unite in prayer, seeking God’s face for divine guidance, mercy, and grace. The Virtual Prayer Summit will be
streamed on the Southeastern Conference Facebook and
YouTube pages, as well as the conference website,
www.secsda.org.
Other programming that has been impacted by COVID-19 includes Take it to the Streets community prayer outreach. While
we may be unable to physically touch each other, we can pray
for our communities, neighbors, and friends and know that
God’s touch only offers healing and strength. Let us walk in a
spirit of continuous prayer throughout the day to give homage to
the scripture, “Pray without ceasing.”
“We can expect God to mediate, once we have taken the time to
initiate.”
How should Christians respond to the pandemic? First, do not
panic, trust God. The Bible uses the word trust over 137 times,
not including the variations of trusting or trusted. Second, be
wise. Take reasonable steps to avoid exposure to the virus, and
to protect and provide for your family. Third, look for opportunities for ministry. Often when people are fearful for their lives,
they are more willing to have conversations about eternity. Be
bold and compassionate in your sharing of the Gospel, always
speaking the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15). Finally, remember
God has sovereign control over all things (Romans 11:36) and
will work all things together for the good of those who know
and love Him (Romans 8:28).
If you are interested in prayer, please connect with us through
any of the following means:
1.

Submit a prayer request online at: www.secsda.org/prayerministries

2.

SEC Prayer Line Number:

“SEC Prayer Line”
“SEC Prayer on the Line”
3.

SECTV
Prayed Up Live

(917) 900-1022
Access
ID 5853771#
1st Sunday of each Month
from 7:00 – 7:30 a.m.
Every Sunday from
7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Tuesdays from 8-9 p.m.
Airs on SEC’s Facebook,
YouTube, and
www.secsda.org

“Listen to me, you people of America and residents of this
world! Trust in the Lord your God and you will be
safe.” (paraphrased). To Trust is to Triumph!

Charlotte Grant is a member
of the Mt. Calvary Seventh-day
Adventist Church,
Tampa, FL
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By WillieMae Musgray
omeone said that opportunities are usually disguised as
hard work, so most people don’t recognize them. But the
Southeastern Conference (SEC) Women’s Ministries department recognized the opportunity and welcomed the
hard work of meeting the needs of the women of Southeastern during this Pandemic.
While most churches had to shut down or minimize their
services in the early months of the Coronavirus outbreak,
Sis. Mithra Williams, Women’s Ministries Director, and
her devoted team of women looked for ways to continue
ministry to the women they serve. They used this time to
fuel their efforts of strengthening and empowering all
women.
Even before the pandemic impacted the conference, Sister
Williams pulled together her team to plan the year, centered around this mission statement: “The Women’s Ministries Department of the Southeastern Conference of Seventh-day Adventists exists to challenge, equip, empower,
and nurture women and girls through intentional discipleship, outreach, and service.” The Vision Statement invites
women and girls to grow in Christ through love and unity. Both of these statements steer the ministry in its planning and goals.
Holding up her hands in ministry are almost 40 women
who volunteer to serve as District and Area Coordinators,
with the job of supporting the local Women’s Ministries
leaders as they serve their congregations. These assistants
stay in touch with the local leaders, attend functions and
meetings, and help to support any plans and programs the
women’s ministries leaders spearhead.

“We are still here for our women,” Sister Williams said,
“we didn’t disappear with
the shutdown.” Instead,
she got even more busy
developing new programs
and mostly communicating through Zoom, a
technology app that allows
face to face interaction
online.
The newest addition to the
evangelism outreach thrust
is “No Limits!”, a unique
online SEC TV show created by and for the empowerment of women. The
show debuted on Mother’s
Day this year, and airs
from 8 – 9 pm every Sunday on the conference’s
YouTube channel, Facebook page, and website,
www.secsda.org. It targets girls and women of all
ages and backgrounds and
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is representative of English-speaking, Haitian and Spanish
women. Even the Women’s Ministries logo has been designed to reflect the department’s all-important message:
women’s ministries is “a ministry for every woman.”
Some of the program segments include Mission and Ministry, Real Talk Bible Study, Ask the Experts, as well as a
brief how-to class on a variety of interests. Each week the
show features a new theme. It is also recorded and can be
accessed for viewing at any time on the SEC Women’s
Ministries Facebook page, as well as the conference Facebook page and YouTube channel.
“God has blessed this ministry,” Sister Williams said,
“and we’re not going to let circumstances stop what we
have gained.” One of her many goals is to help the women in the field to feel more connected to each other and to
the Southeastern Conference Women’s Ministries Department through the relevant programs and services that are
ongoing and planned for the future.
For now, the connection will be
virtual and online through
Zoom and other technologies.
Perhaps this is the new normal
– even for Women’s Ministries—but it will not stop us
from doing the work God has
placed us here to do: serve.

WillieMae Musgray is a
Freelance Writer and a member of
Maranatha Seventh-day Adventist Church,
Tallahassee, FL

By Pierre Francois

This year has not disappointed in twists, turns, and

surprises. The most unexpected challenge we have
had to face has to be the advent of the Coronavirus
(COVID-19). This crisis has impacted every facet of
our society, every industry, and especially our ministries. Our church buildings are closed. This has
brought some of our ministries to a halt and others
have had to redefine their missional strategies to remain viable. Sabbath School, Children’s Ministries,
and Prison Ministry have been no exception. The
challenges were numerous, but the passion for the
saints were the catalysts to drive ministry to reinvent
itself.

Since the quarantine, Sabbath Schools were initially
halted; as there remained more questions then answers as to how to move forward with the ministry.
Eventually, churches found themselves transitioning
into the “Jetsons-style” ministry. Zoom meetings replaced face-to-face small, group-style Sabbath
School classes. Before you knew it, many churches
resumed without missing much momentum. Some
churches reported an immense increase in attendance
of Sabbath School, a doubling of the participation,
and an increased desire for richer presentations of
prophecy and SDA doctrines.

has not waned a bit for the leaders who have a sincere burden for the incarcerated. Plans persist during
this period of quarantine to ready plans for transition
houses in Palm Beach County, development for the
new women’s transition house in Gainesville, and
plans to meet the needs of the families of the newly
released.
Though we have recognized many victories, we are
aware that there is so much more work to be done to
bring along churches who have very limited resources, personnel, and technology. I am reassured
by the words of Paul in 1Corinthians 10:13 (NAS).
“No temptation has overtaken you but such as is
common to man; and God is faithful, who will not
allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able,
but with the temptation will provide the way of
escape also, that you may be able to endure it.”
No matter the trial or temptation; God prepared.
God provided. God kept His promises. Let us keep
the light of the gospel burning so every wayfaring
stranger finds their way home in the Father.

Children’s Ministries is vital for the life of the church
today, let alone its future. Meeting the needs of children without personal interaction became the behemoth challenge for churches around the conference.
Where a challenge presented itself, innovation soon
followed. Around the conference, we found puppet
shows, special music videos, creative illustrations,
and an increased use of the Gracelink Bible videos
and home activities.

Again, churches made significant adjustments to
meet the needs of the saints.
Finally, Prison Ministry faced the most intense challenge. As our societies were closed for personal interaction, so were our prisons and jails. A very underserved population was left out, again, and the future
of this ministry is in question. However, commitment

Pierre Francois is the Sabbath School and
Children’s Ministries Director of
Southeastern Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,
Mt. Dora, FL
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ing help and healing to cope with the stresses and
distresses of these trying times have taken on a
deeper meaning.
By Mark Brown
These are unprecedented times! Truly, the songwriter
was referring to these times when he wrote, “We are
living, We are dwelling, In a grand and awful time, In
an age on ages telling; To be living is sublime.”
We have seen schools, churches, and businesses--both
private and governmental--shut down. Professional
games and just about everything has come to a standstill. One can say that it is amazing how a virus can
bring the entire world to a screeching halt.
While COVID-19 is not the first pandemic to hit the
world, there are very few of us that were alive when
the Spanish Flu Pandemic hit in 1918-1920. Moreover, the world was not this populated. This Pandemic
has had some lasting and permanent changes, along
with impacts, on how I pursue my ministry responsibilities. This experience is very challenging for me
since I am technologically challenged.

This crisis has prompted us to have resources placed
on the SEC website where pertinent information can
be accessed with regards to assistance with our current situation.
The change in communication has broadened my
knowledge of the various platforms of mass communication that is available. Meetings are virtual, worship services are virtual, and I now preach from my
home office—something that I have never done before. The audience dynamic takes some getting used
to.
Taking everything into account, I can say that the
new normal of social distancing that has been
caused by COVID-19 has allowed us to focus our
attention on using more technological methods of
spreading the gospel message.
I see an aspect of Christ in this crisis which is the
word of God being spread faster than when our
churches were opened, and less intimidating for the
unchurched.

With the shutdown of churches and businesses, including the Southeastern Conference (SEC) office,
learning to work and worship virtually from home has
been a great challenge and a new normal.

A number of events, the biggest of which was the
Couples/ Family Retreat, that was scheduled to take
place in September of this year, in the St. Petersburg
or Clearwater area, was cancelled. Fresh thoughts
have to be implemented on how such an event can be
executed.
Local church Family Life Retreats where I was scheduled to be the presenter, got cancelled, along with a
number of speaking engagements from various
churches.
Other impacts on Ministry that the department has had
to face is a change in content of the Daily Nuggets on
the Family Ministry Webpage. These are available on
the Conference’s Facebook page, Twitter, and Instagram accounts. These messages to the public provid-
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Mark Brown is the Director
of Family Ministries, Health Ministries,
and Religious Liberty
Southeastern Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,
Mt. Dora, FL

Southeastern Department of Education
and the COVID 19 Pandemic
By Lovelee Mathurin

The Southeastern Conference (SEC) Department of
Education has been a beacon for the Seventh-day Adventist community. The SEC education system has
always stayed abreast of best practices in education
and beyond, and has always set the precedence of
providing Christ-centered education that is focused
on the holistic development of the student.
It is for this reason that God impressed Barbara Davis, Ed.D., superintendent, to lead the way in calling
for the closure of all our schools days before the public sector and others did. Due to her concern for the
health and safety of our families and her quest to protect all our constituents, she preemptively took action
prior to even our state leaders giving the directive to
do so.
The SEC administration (ADCOM) under the leadership of Gregory Mack, president, received this recommendation readily and with an affirmative vote
made the decision to close all SEC schools and childcare centers. This decision placed the SEC school
district ahead of the game in beginning the necessary
preparations for school closures.
School administrators were immediately informed to
make the necessary arrangements, thus placing us at
an advantage because we were able to prepare our
students and their families for the challenges we were
not aware would be for months to come.
Students were provided with learning materials and
given instructions on how they would proceed to continue achieving their academic goals. The SEC education department had platforms in place, such as
Moby Max and Spelling Vocabulary City, that were
already in use by our system.

Teachers and students were already utilizing these
online tools to augment the learning experience.
Guidelines were provided and training offered for the
smooth transition to an online learning community.
All 15 SEC schools were instructed to also select
platforms to continue with live instruction and communication. Distance learning became the new norm
overnight, but the SEC education team were not only
prepared, they were forerunners in battling this pandemic.
Our schools have had similar experiences during this
pandemic that can be shared to show God’s majesty
in leading His people to victory.
At Ephesus Junior Academy, West Palm Beach, Fla.,
we were fully engaged in distance learning. We communicated with our parents through parent alerts sent
from our SIS, and they were kept informed with updates and fully engaged in the distance learning experience. Our teachers created classes on Google Classroom where they communicated with students directly, provided and received assignments, submitted
feedback, and progress/grade reports.
We used online registration, parents have re-enrolled
students for the 2020-21 school year, and online recruitment efforts were used to solicit new registrants.
We continue towards the betterment of our school so
that our students can experience the best Christian
education and our families and other stakeholders can
be enriched.
Together with God’s help and the conference education team, all our students and teachers will weather
this Pandemic.
Lovelee Mathurin is the Principal
of Ephesus Jr. Academy,
West Palm Beach, FL
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Miami Union Adventist
Academy & COVID –19
By Edwin M. Silié

Miami Union Adventist Academy (MUAA) is no

stranger to overcoming obstacles. For over 100
hundred years we have stood and faced world crises, pandemics, world wars, riots, break-ins, and
even economic downturns amongst other things. In
the midst of all these things, we continue to be
rooted in Jesus Christ and His book, the Bible, that
has foretold us that these things were going to happen. Why be surprised when they do?
While the Coronavirus took us by surprise, it did
not catch us completely unprepared. Miami Union
Adventist Academy’s school board, and its administration, are continually forethinking on how to
make our school better, how to make our campus a
safer place, and how to deliver better quality instruction to an ever-changing student body who
demands the best of us and we have taken on the
challenge to give it to them.
Days before the State of Florida announced that
schools will be closed, MUAA had begun getting
ready to become a fully online functioning school.
We had most tools in place and we began using
those immediately; We developed new lesson plan
formats for teachers to use, students to read, and
parents to follow. High school students were accustomed to online instruction through the use of their
iPads and a program called Showbie.
We integrated virtual classes through the use of
Zoom at least twice
a week for all students from
VPK through 12th grade. Middle school teachers
used Google Classroom, along with other learning
tools. For our elementary students, instruction was
also given through programs such as MobyMax
and Spelling City, and Gavin Gaynair, viceprincipal, began sending Read-Along Audio Books
to encourage students to use our online library. These among other things we used to ensure
that our quality of education did not diminish.

While we faced some challenges such as not all
students having internet at home, lack of computer
equipment, especially for those homes where multiple kids live, and communication with parents
whose primary language is not English, we responded to those challenges as soon as we could.
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We loaned iPads to families in need and with multiple children, we shared information about available programs to acquire internet for free or at low
prices, and our most valuable initiative came from
our school counselor, Marlene Newton, who created a team of support staff whose job was to assist
students individually who needed the extra attention, assistance, and motivation through this online
method of learning.
In addition to these teaching platforms, we began
using our YouTube page to send video messages
from the principal, counselor, and our Home and
School Leader. Now, we are looking ahead to next
school year, knowing that our teachers are capable
of learning, adapting, and embracing a new reality;
as they go the extra mile, and ten more miles after
that, to teach, reach, impact, and change the lives
of our students.
Edwin M. Silié is the Principal of
Miami Union Adventist Academy,
Miami, FL

COVID-19 Creates Opportunity for

row

Children to G

in Christ

By Java Mattison

Raising children in 2020 has its challenges, but the

Coronavirus has highlighted, again, the important
role Christian books have on raising our children. Our children often spend 7-10 hours between
school and aftercare or in activities such as sports or
music (Habenicht and Burton, 2004). Considerable
amounts of time are spent on the computer or handheld devices searching the internet or playing
games. However, COVID-19 changed that drastically. Now parents at home--due to the shutdown--along
with their kids, have stepped in and become
“homeschool” teachers.

Haniah and Java Mattison III read Bible stories
for a Facebook audience

With so much time with their children, parents have
become creative in finding ways to engage their kids
socially, physically, and most importantly spiritually. The Publishing Department seized this opportunity to emphasize an age-old Adventist classic, 10 volume Bible series entitled “The Bible Story.” Tracing
the handiwork of God in creation, His unfailing love
shown throughout history to man, and His redemptive sacrifice at Calvary, “The Bible Story” set spans
the entire Bible.
We hosted a story hour on Facebook the week of
Easter, reading Gethsemane, Golgotha, the Graveside
(His burial), and Glorified (His resurrection), that
Wednesday through Sunday. Facebook lit up with
comments of nostalgia and how this current generation needed this corrective of sitting down at home in
the family circle and reading the entire Bible. People
began placing orders, making referrals, and ordering
them for their neighbors and grandchildren. Parents
between 30-45 years old remembered growing up on
these books, too, and ordered them for their children. Pictures of babies and proud parents popped up
on Facebook with their books once they were received! They testified that they were glad to finally
be able to get their hands on this set. Over 50 families have ordered and received this timeless classic
during the months of April and May. If you would
like a set, please call me at 404-217-6338. It would
be my pleasure to send you your set for only $125
shipped via the website https://youthexcel.info/
alumni/give/. Please place your name and address in
the comment section.
Java Mattison is the Publishing Director
of Southeastern Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
Mt. Dora, FL

Baby Robinson receives Bible Story 10-volume Set

Pastor Mattison ships Bible Story sets
throughout Florida and the Nation.
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COVID-19: Benefit or Harm
By Nicolas Louis
The world today is controlled by a "COVID 19" pandemic that is ravaging it. The whole world is very
concerned with the spread of this virus which is succeeding at an alarming rate. Hopes are dashed in all
areas. The leaders of the nations do not know what to
do with the noise of the winds and the waves, the fathers and mothers of families, the men of churches
feel overwhelmed by the events and they wonder:
where is this pandemic going to lead the world. Fortunately, as Christians, we know that this pandemic is
one of the signs that we are living in the last days.
The Haitian community at the Southeastern Conference is also struck like everyone else by this devastating pandemic, but in this difficult situation, we
have felt the hand of God which acts in our favor.
COVID-19, which is ravaging our planet, has its
good and bad sides. We have discovered that the arrival of this pandemic is causing a spiritual awakening
within the Haitian community. In all churches, there
are spiritual programs that have been set up to capture the attention of members during this difficult
time. Churches have used the phone line or social
media: YouTube, Facebook, and the internet to
spread this noble message that we have the privilege
of presenting to those who lay in the darkness of sin.
Members have greatly appreciated these online programs which aim to connect them with God. We
thank the Lord who has made the technology available to us to keep us connected together in prayer and
meditation. Pastors take advantage of this moment to
deliver highly spiritual and prophetic sermons to prepare the minds of the people of God to face these difficult times with hope.

“The Haitian community at the
Southeastern Conference is also
struck like everyone else by this
devastating pandemic…”
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In the Haitian community, the pastors come together to have spiritual programs in the 56 churches and
groups that we have. Some churches have organized
40-day prayer programs, day of prayer, and others
have set up spiritual meetings every morning, noon,
and night to keep members in a spiritual atmosphere
directing them to God. We have, for example, the
churches of Sinai and Beracah II with very large
audiences on social networks. At Sinai, their audience is between 10,000 to 30,000 participants while
at Beracah II, Orlando between 8,000 to 9,000 participants per Sabbath. COVID-19 closed the doors
of our churches but God opened them in homes, on
the phone line, YouTube, Facebook, and the internet.
One of the most striking harms of COVID-19 is it
forces us to stay at home, but we take advantage of
this time to have quality moments with our family
members and to care for our relationship with God.
Finally, COVID-19 has reduced us economically
and increased our misery. Today, our material condition is very precarious but we praise the Lord because our spiritual condition has known an unprecedented success because of COVID-19. The Bible
says in Matthew 6:33 (NIV): But seek first his
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things
will be given to you as well.

Nicolas Louis is the Haitian Ministries Director
of Southeastern Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,
Mt. Dora, FL

By Roger Alvarez
“In the struggles and the trials, the church continues
to move on…” These are the lyrics of a song written
in Spanish that convey our experience through
COVID-19.
Astonished by the news, and in disbelief of what was
happening, signs were made to be placed on our
church doors - “We Are Closed, due to the pandemic”. With aching hearts and fearful of the unknown,
we entered into unchartered territory, we began our
journey into the quarantine trusting in the Almighty
for guidance and safety.
The “Hope Caravan” from different churches
throughout our territory, took rays of hope to hospitals, firefighters and the homeless, giving them food
and sharing the love of Christ. An idea born in the
Emmanuel/Tampa Church, rapidly spread throughout
our churches, and soon we were celebrating birthdays, supporting our brothers and sisters through
their time of loss, going to Funeral Homes, celebrating graduations, distributing flowers for Mothers’
Day, and simply letting them know that we
care. Every Sabbath since the quarantine began, the
“Hope Caravan” in some churches distributes food to
the needy members of our congregations. In some
cases, members in better financial situations donate
funds to purchase food to support this effort. Different chat groups have connected people in the church
like never before. The circle of interaction among
church members has expanded; people are truly looking out for each other, praying for each other, and
truly being “their brother’s keeper.”
The Lord has truly blessed us with committed members, putting God’s work before their own needs,
calling their pastors to find out how to return their
tithe, even when they didn’t have enough to pay their
own rent. To God be the glory!
Through the Holy Spirit, we developed a strategy,
and created new ways of ministry to serve our com-

munities in very uncertain and tumultuous circumstances. Like the angel of Revelation, with technology on our side, the signal reached literally thousands
of people around the world. An average of 82,000
people from more than 60 countries have been
blessed every week since we began the quarantine. People have surrendered their lives to Christ,
and nineteen new souls have been baptized so far into
our congregations since the beginning of this pandemic. We give God the praise!
Eight of our members were affected by the virus, including an entire family of four. We suffered one
death. In spite of the agony and death surrounding
us, hope will always prevail. The following is a testimony of God’s amazing grace:
“Hello my name is Jesús Cabrera, for those who do
not know me, my wife has been a Seventh-Day Adventist for 12 years. As many of you might know I
am a commercial pilot. On 3/28/2020 my whole life
changed. On one of my flights that day, several of my
passengers became contaminated with Covid-19, and
even though I took the necessary precautions, I too
became infected with the virus. It was quite shocking
to receive such news. The first question that went
through my mind was, what’s going to happen to my
wife and my entire family in case I die? I said to myself, first I am not ready to die and second how is my
family going to survive. I know that many of you
reading this may say to yourself “I am ready to die”
because you have given your lives to Christ, but I
can’t say the same because I haven’t given my life to
the One that gave me life. Although I have frequently
visited my wife’s church (Silver Palms), you would
think saying yes would have been simple for me to
say. Something always held me back. Therefore,
fearful of dying without surrendering my life to
Christ I poured out my heart to God, pleading for
Him to be merciful to me and allow me to be reborn
in Jesus Christ, and promising that I would commit
my life to serving Him. Only those that have been
infected with Covid-19 and have survived know the
horrible symptoms that you experience. During my
time of anguish, my wife’s pastor, Josue Parker,
called me without knowing my situation and he of-

“The “Hope Caravan” from different churches throughout our territory,
took rays of hope to hospitals, firefighters and the homeless, giving them
food and sharing the love of Christ...”
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Hope in the Midst of COVID-19
(continued…)
fered to pray for me. At that moment I knew that it
was God answering my prayer.
I am certain that it was God’s grace alone. He heard
my cry and that same day my symptoms were gone.
Praise God! He has given me the opportunity to be a
better man, husband and son and now it’s up to me to
do my part. I will be surrendering my life to Christ
this coming Sabbath, June 6, 2020, where I will no
longer have any fear in facing tomorrow, for I will
live and serve Jesus Christ now and until His coming.”
Brother Jesús Cabrera is a living testimony of God’s
love, a reminder of His great faithfulness.
The Hispanic community has hosted 40 Days of
Prayer, Weeks of Prayer, Seminars related to Prophecy, Mental Health, Nutrition, Marriage Counseling,
and “Surviving the Quarantine”, and as a result information, motivation and inspiration has been reaching
people more than ever. Mathew 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole
world as a testimony to all nations…” To that end
we tirelessly work. It is our motto, our sacred mission. The enemy meant this for evil, but the Lord
used it to save many, and lives have been touched
with the transforming power of the gospel. Maranatha!

HOPE CARAVAN: Birthdays
(Emmanuel Tampa)

Roger Alvarez is the
Coordinator of Hispanic Ministries for
Southeastern Conference of Seventh-day Adventist,
Hialeah, FL

Baptism of Pilot, Jesús Cabrera and his Spouse

HOPE CARAVAN: The Pilgrims taking food to firefighters

HOPE CARAVAN: Efeso (Graduation of Pastor & Mrs. Hector Garcia)
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Many employees will soon be experiencing mixed emotions of joy and fear as they transition back to the office from working at home. Joy will come from a partial return to normalcy and the opportunity to see colleagues again in person, while fear likely will arise
from the stress and anxiety of commuting and working in an environment where COVID19 may linger. In fact, experts say that initially, employee productivity isn't likely to be
high as workers deal with a range of concerns, including child care responsibilities and the
safety of elderly family members.

we just don't know.”

“You have to acknowledge to employees that this transition will be difficult...At the same time

By Keitha Hatcher

"There's been a whole lot of emotional letdown for workers over the past eight weeks.
First, we all thought we'd be closed for two weeks—'this is just going to be a blip'—then it
was a month, now it's two months [and longer]. You have to acknowledge to employees
that this transition will be difficult. At the same time, you need to recognize we just don't
know. (Society of Human Resources Management, May 2020)
This article shares some experiences of the office staff as we are adjusting to daily changes, while still maintaining our commitment to the mission of Southeastern Conference;
sharing hope and restoring wholeness within our communities.
When your workday begins at 5 a.m. and ends at 7 p.m. do you get the opportunity to stop
and talk to your neighbor? Do you have quality time with your spouse and children? Think
of our children’s schedule. For example, my 16-year-old granddaughter is in 10th grade.
She gets up at 5:30 a.m. to go to school for before-school activities (JROTC), classes all
day, after-school activities (track practice or a track meet), then homework, dinner, bedtime by 9 p.m. to begin the day again. Sounds like a recipe for stress and burnout. Think
of the parent/s who must participate in this routine.
Genesis 2:2, says, “God created the Sabbath day of rest for us.” Have we considered this
period as a time of rest for some of us? Forcing us to stop and focus on important things
such as our relationship with God; family; physical health; community; thanking those
who put their lives on the line for us every day, such as healthcare workers, first responders, and the workers who continue to perform essential services for us.
There are some essential services that have not stopped during this pandemic, at home or
at the conference. Services like getting the mail, paying bills, feeding the family, providing emotional and physical support for loved ones. We are employees who must continue
to perform those essential services for the Conference. We especially want to
acknowledge those who work behind the scenes maintaining our technology so we can
accomplish work remotely. In Ecclesiastes 4:9, 12, Paul says, “Two are better than one;
because they have a good reward for their labour…. a threefold cord is not quickly broken.” This is how Southeastern ministry workers have come together to help neighbors,
family, strangers, our communities.
Carol Shirley-Smith, administrative assistant for education, shares her reflections.
“Change comes into our lives as a result of a crisis which presently is COVID-19 which
was definitely unexpected. It challenges and forces us to step out of our comfort zone and
do things differently. I have had time to reflect on my life during this time and realize that
SEC SDA | SPRING 2020 SPECIAL EDITION |
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Sharing the Emotional and
Mental Health of Workers
(continued…)
I need to grow spiritually, so I have
spent more time in the morning in personal devotion and worship to keep
my soul nourished. I thank God for
His many blessings and remember His
numerous promises. I know that God
loves us, is faithful, and is taking care
of us.”
Carol Smith

Experts say to stop the spread of COVID 19, we
need to follow CDC guidelines. Are these new
guidelines or just a reminder to all of us to use common courtesy: cover cough and sneeze; wash hands
after using the bathroom and coming from outside;
give individuals their personal space, i.e. maintain
social distance.
Sometimes it takes emergencies to remind us of
things we should be practicing on a daily basis, common courtesies to our family and neighbors. This is
our time to provide a calming influence to our children by giving explanations to their level of understanding; they experience stress and depression also.
We use this time to sit together at the family table
and eat and talk together. Those of us still blessed
with our elderly parents, we take this opportunity to
be there physically for them; wrap our arms around
them. Sometimes it means staying away if they have
weakened immune systems; however, we thank God
for video chat, phone, letters, emails, and texts. This
is our time to reach out to those who may be isolated
at home, away from loved ones.
Joann Bushner, administrative assistant to the President, shares her pandemic experience. “Over the past
few weeks, I have embraced the new
role in my new normal. I was able
to optimize space to work in my
home remotely and provide support
to the Southeastern Conference
JoAnn Bushner team. It has been a positive experience especially trying to cope with
the COVID-19 pandemic and stay at home order. I
did not feel isolated, so I made my day to day experience a consecration moment with God. Each day I
was able to get a good workout, indoors and outdoors, spend time with family and practice healthy
eating habits. I was able to stay focused, while be-
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ing engaged in my surroundings, and still be productive with work. During this pandemic I felt compelled to pray and study my Bible more, along with
practicing time management skills. Although change
may not be easy, especially with the social distancing, I have no regrets working remotely at home. I
have felt encouraged, calm, and better equipped as a
person during this pandemic. Lastly, the Bible says
in Philippians 4:11, ‘I have learned in whatever state
I’m in, learn to be content.’”
Working remotely has created a new job scenario for
us, but most of us have settled into a productive routine. We must expect that employees will bring
stress, anxiety, and depression over this pandemic
when we return to work. Every situation is different.
As we take this time to strengthen our relationship
with Christ, we don’t know the course of COVID 19;
but, we do know that God is in control.

Keitha Hatcher is an Administrative Assistant for
the Office of Technology/Communications and
a locally-funded HR Assistant,
Southeastern Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,
Mt. Dora, FL
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