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The Epitome of Love!
It is a new year, a new decade, and a chance for us to recalibrate and
reflect on God's provision and mercy during 2020. What an unexpected
and turbulent year it was! Yet, here we are in 2021 still in awe of everything God has done.
Reflecting on the cover of this quarter's magazine, I am reminded of
the true meaning of love – “selflessly giving of ourselves in loving care
for others”. We need to look no further than the Bible to see what real
love looks like. In John 15:13, Jesus declares: "Greater love has no one
than this than to lay down one's life for his friends."

__________________________
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Jesus is the epitome of love. He was not concerned about popularity or
fame. He was not worried about His career, or even His own life. His
greatest care, was people. Prompted by Love, Jesus laid down His life
for us. This is the most incredible expression and example of love
known to humanity.
There is a theme that runs throughout the articles of this magazine –
“selfless loving care for others”. May your heart swell with love as you
read the stories from around our conference. May you have a burning
desire to be more like Jesus – the epitome of Love!
If we are the children of God, if we claim to be followers of Jesus, then
we must be loving, caring people. We must care because He cared. We
must love, because He first loved us. ~ MKAO ⁜

Table of Contents
DR. MICHAEL K. OWUSU ASSUMES PRESIDENCY OF SEC
JANET COBB CELEBRATES 40 YEARS WITH SEC
BETHANIE FRENCH CHURCH GROUNDBREAKING
KHOJE AHONKHAI UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY GRADUATE
SERMON UNDER THE TREE
COVID-19 PANDEMIC: CATALYST FOR INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS
TO COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT IN ORLANDO
CELIAN HUNT CELEBRATES 100TH BIRTHDAY
MT. PISGAH FOOD PANTRY INCREASES DISTRIBUTION
DRIVE-BY VISIT TO SUPER SENIORS
GROWING FOOD FOR YOU AND ME
WHAT’S HAPPENING
WOMEN’S MINISTRY CELEBRATES 30 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE
GIFT OF HAND SANITIZER
TABERNACLE JOINT VENTURE

A VISION FOR MISSION OF SERVICE TO STUDENTS
FIRST CHURCH SHARES SEED GRANT
PORT ST LUCIE’S COVID VACCINE PARTNERSHIP
REFLECTIONS OF THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF PRESIDENT
GREGORY O. MACK

DR. MICHAEL K. AGYEI OWUSU
ASSUMES PRESIDENCY OF
SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE
months of the scheduled regular constituency
session, the executive secretary shall serve as
interim president until the regular session convenes.” On December 6, 2020, at the Southeastern Conference Executive Committee meeting,
the Southern Union Conference officers — Ron
C. Smith, D.Min., Ph.D., president; Jim Davidson,
executive secretary; and David Freedman, treasurer — officially affirmed Michael K. Agyei
Owusu, D.Min., as the interim president of the
Southeastern Conference.

Delegates to the 11th Regular Constituency
Session of the Southeastern Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists in 2016, elected Gregory O. Mack, pastor, to serve as the sixth president of the Southeastern Conference. After
leading Southeastern for almost five years,
Mack unexpectedly passed to his rest on Monday, November 10, 2020. While the Conference family grieve the loss of our former leader and president, we find comfort in the Word
of God concerning those who have fallen
asleep, and “sorrow not, even as others which
have no hope…we believe that God will bring
with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in
Him,” 1 Thessalonians 4:13, 14.
The Bylaws of the Southeastern Conference
provide that in the event a vacancy in the
office of the president “occurs within six
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Owusu, who has served Southeastern Conference for more than 25 years, the last four as executive secretary, will serve as president and executive secretary until the next regular constituency session, at which time the delegates to the
session will elect a new president.
Owusu’s goal is to create an environment of
healing within Southeastern Conference, and a
renewed emphasis on the mission-driven initiative adopted by the Conference in 2016 under
the leadership of Gregory Mack. He believes
that, “Mission is the heartbeat of the Church,
the very essence of what it means to be the
Church of God, the purpose for which the
Church exists.” Thus, it is his desire to lead the
constituents of Southeastern in a deeper, committed relationship with Christ, and unite the
Conference in fulfilling its mission, “to reach
communities within Southeastern Conference
with the Christ-centered message of hope and
wholeness.” ⁜

JANET COBB
CELEBRATES 40 YEARS WITH
SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE
By: Keitha Hatcher

The Southeastern Conference of Seventh-day Adventist was established in
1981. Around that same
time, Janet graduated
from Oakwood College
and was hired by Southeastern to work with the
Sabbath school department. On February 1,
2021, Janet celebrated
her 40th anniversary with
Southeastern.

When Janet began work on February 1, 1981, one
of her goals was to enhance the development of
the Sabbath school department under the leadership of Elder I.L. Harrell. Janet states, “Every department that I have worked in, I looked to make
the job run smoother.”
Janet has supported the following ministries during
her tenure; Adult, Sabbath School, Children’s, Personal, Inner city, Disability, Community Services,
Disaster Response, Youth, National Service Men
Organization, Family, Health, Religious Liberty,
Publishing, and part-time Treasurer filing clerk.
Ecclesiastes 9:10 NIV, says, “Whatever your hand
finds to do, do it with all your might...” Our society
has taught us to define success by a person's job
title and financial status. But what does it take for
God to have his blessing on your work? To him the
motive, method, and meaning of your work
matters more than the money. That's because you
only take your character to heaven, not your career. (www.Lockman.org. Amplified(R) Bible Copyright 2015 by The Lockman Foundation.) God has
blessed Janet’s work at Southeastern. Janet contin-

ued her formal education and graduated with her
MBA in Healthcare Management in 2012.
Janet shared that the culture of the conference
during the years was well balanced. The office was
more of a family atmosphere, and everyone
worked well together. One of the highlights of her
career was attending officer’s meetings. There she
got the opportunity to get out and meet our constituents and put faces to their names.
When asked how she has seen the mission of
southeastern evolve during the past 40 years, Janet states, “The main mission has always been to
save souls for the Kingdom of God, and that mission has not changed. We are now finding new
ways to reach individuals through technology.”
Janet would not do anything differently. She does
have some words of wisdom to give administrative
professionals. Listen more and speak less. When
you disagree with a process, talk it over with your
director and come up with a solution. Always remember to return calls to the members, and if you
don’t know an answer follow through and get back
with that person. Get all information in writing and
keep a copy.
2 Timothy 2:15, Do your best to please God. Be a
worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed. (NIrV)
Janet has done her best for the Lord. When asked
what her next steps are, Janet states, “I am going
to do some traveling and maybe some volunteer
work.” The Conference administrators, directors,
and staff wish to express congratulations to Janet
on achieving this great milestone. President Owusu
especially thanks Janet for her tireless service to
Southeastern and its constituents. We salute you
Janet. ⁜
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Bethanie French Church
Groundbreaking
By: Lola Pierre Louis

It started in 2003, from one elder to anoth-

er, from one pastor to another, passing the baton for
the building project for the new Bethanie French
Church in Boynton Beach, Fla. Each person did their
part in what the current building committee chairperson, Lola Pierre Louis, clearly articulates: any
“church building project is a spiritual project.” The
church has grown exponentially and is the mother
church to three or four other congregations. The need
to expand and grow the work of the Lord has been
limited by the existing facilities, which Bethanie out
grew many years ago.
Like any spiritual project, the new Bethanie Church
has seen many spiritual battles and setbacks, yet by
the grace of God, the church has overcome. With
great determination, they persevered even when the
original architect died in a boating accident. When all
except one of the original design firms went out of
business, the church kept the faith. When the site permit expired and the codes changed, which could make
the project impossible to build today, the members
took it to the Lord in prayer. Many challenges and
issues that could have been made into a mini TV series, yet with God, “all things are possible.” In fact,
Bethanie spent more time in
prayer than in meetings or
working out floor plans.

ject. With the help of then executive secretary of
Southeastern Conference, Michael Owusu, D.Min.
(now interim conference president), the Conference
Building Committee, and contractor Bernard Anamuah-Mensah, Bethanie French members were assisted in making critical design and budget decisions
that would make the project a reality.
Today, all the praise and honor goes to the Lord and
for the many team members who were used by God
to reach this milestone. They have another 12 to 18
months of construction and fundraising to do before
the grand opening ceremony. They are stepping out
in faith again during the middle of a pandemic to
start construction. Therefore, your Bethanie French
brothers and sisters in Christ ask for your prayers
and support.
To learn more about the amazing Bethanie French
journey or how you can support the project please
call or email: 561-376-0220; mrdtlhs@yahoo.com.
⁜

It is this commitment of the pastor, elders, building committee,
members, and design team that
took everything to the Lord that
led to the ground breaking ceremony on December 12, 2020,
17 years later.
In 2018, with a new pastor,
Bienvenu Theodore, together
with the building committee,
board of elders, ministry leaders, and devoted members of
Bethanie committed to a biblical fundraising plan and saw a
large amount of the funds for the project raised in a
short period of time. Fundraising support came from
Philanthropic Service for Institutions at the North
American Division.
A new design team was hired led by SAVANNAPUB
architects, which redesigned and permitted the pro7 | SEC SDA | WINTER 2020

Bethanie French groundbreaking ceremony team:
Audie Robinson (left);
Bernard Anamuah-Mensah; Warner Pierre Louis; Lola Pierre
Louis; Bienvenu Theodore; Michael Owusu, DMin; Dieunet
Demosthere.

Khoje Ahonkhai
United States Naval Academy Graduate
By: Southeastern Conference Youth Department

Omoikhoje “Khoje” Ahonkhai, 2020 United States Naval Academy graduate, cites his unwavering faith
and work ethic as critical success factors.
On May 22, 2020, Orange County Mayor Jerry L. Demings hosted in the Orange County Government Chambers, a
special graduation and commissioning recognition for two hometown Naval Academy graduates. Due to the COVID-19
pandemic last year, the United States Naval Academy canceled the traditional festive graduation week activities. Mayor
Demings felt it was important to celebrate the accomplishments and milestones of these graduates. Ensign Omoikhoje
“Khoje” Ahonkhai was one of the honorees.
Khoje grew up in the Orlando area and attended Seventh-day Adventist schools from Pre-K through 12th grade. He
was very active in youth ministry and volunteer work while attending Mount Sinai SDA Orlando church and reflects
favorably about his experiences in the Southeastern Conference attending Pathfinder camporees, youth convocation and
AYM services.
Omoikhoje “Khoje” Ahonkhai attributes his success and resiliency at the US Naval Academy to his unwavering
faith, strong work ethic and family support. He is thankful for the unprecedented accommodations given to him to observe the Sabbath even during Plebe summer! Khoje was recognized at the academy as “a man of faith dedicated to service”.
After graduating from Forest Lake Academy Seventh-day Adventist High School with highest honors, Khoje
Ahonkhai started his naval career by attending Greystone Preparatory School at Schreiner University in Kerrville, Texas
as a US Naval Academy Foundation Honor Scholar. After one year at Greystone, he earned a congressional nomination
and subsequent appointment to the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. During his time at the Naval
Academy, Khoje’s leadership roles included: Battalion Midshipman Information Systems Liaison Officer, Squad Leader
and ADEO (Alcohol and Drug Education) Officer. He also participated as a member of the rugby, crew and boxing
teams at different times throughout the four years at the Academy. Khoje graduated from the USNA with a Bachelor
of Science degree and currently serves his country with faith and honor as a Naval Officer. ⁜

Left to right: Khoje Ahonkhai, Lieutenant
Commander Anthony Winston and Joshua
Haith Naval graduate

Khoje, newly nominated Secretary of the
Navy-Admiral Braithwaite, and SDA
Chaplain Logan

Pinning Ceremony left to right: Elder
Ahonkhai (Khoje’s father), Khoje and
Lieutenant Commander Anthony Winston
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Sermon Under the Tree
By Pastor Nathaniel Lyles Jr.

"And seeing the multitudes, He went up into the
mountain: and when He was set, his disciples came
onto him: and He opened up His mouth, and taught
them saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven." (Matthew 5:1-3 KJV)

Imagine Jesus sitting with his disciples in the fresh

open air on the mountainside, as he shares words of
love and compassion to the multitude around Him.
We know that familiar scene as the Sermon on the
Mount. It was in the outdoor setting that Jesus often
ministered. Yet today, this is not the typical surroundings that we are used to seeing a sermon being
preached. Roughly 2000 years have now passed since
the sermon on the Mount.

It's a crisp, clear Sabbath morning in St. Augustine,
Fla. A cool gentle breeze is blowing through the
leaves of a tall, broad oak tree at the Eddie Vickers
Park. Beneath the shady branches 22 members of the
Berea Church are gathered. Some are on folding
chairs, while others sit on the surrounding park
benches. This setting is totally different from their
typical church service at 151 Martin Luther King Avenue, where their physical church building is located.
However, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, formal
church services and in-person worship had been suspended since March 2020.
On this Sabbath, they are especially joyful! It is their
first in person worship service since the start of the
pandemic. Family groups are sitting 6 feet apart in
accordance with social distancing recommendations.
Voices are lifted in songs of praise to God for keeping them safe throughout the pandemic. As their melodious voices waft through the air, it catches the
attention of one of the neighbors living by the park.
Seeing the group gathered together to worship beneath the tall oak tree, she ventures out and joins the
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group in worship. Together they all listen as Pastor Nathaniel Lyles Jr. shares an inspiring word of hope. His
sermon that day was from Matthew chapter 5, The
Sermon on the Mount. Following the spoken word,
they celebrated the Lord’s Supper and rejoiced in His
salvation.
While all
showed excitement to fellowship together, the
greatest joy
turned out to
be a chance to
witness to
members in
the community. Lyles reflects, "We
hadn't knocked
on doors or
mailed out flyers. The Holy
Spirit simply led 'the poor in spirit' to mingle with people whose lives were being enriched by the Word."
One neighbor told us, "I'm glad you were in my backyard. I really needed this." We recognized from the
park service that people are hungry for fellowship and
hope in this season of suffering.
“Let me tell you that the Lord will work in this last
work in a manner very much out of the common order
of things, and in a way that will be contrary to human
planning... God will use ways and means by which it
will be seen that he is taking the reins in his own
hands. The workers will be surprised by the simple
means that he will use to bring about and perfect his
work of righteousness.” (Last Day Events 203.3) ⁜

COVID-19 Pandemic: Catalyst for Innovative
Solutions to Community Engagement in Orlando
By Lesli Ahonkhai

The Mt. Sinai Orlando Church has been on the forefront of community service and outreach ministry in the Orlando area
for several decades. Thousands of lives have been touched as well as transformed through the Mt. Sinai food distribution program, community garden, home ownership workshops, health screenings and information and referral services over the years.
Mt. Sinai Orlando is located in the 32805 zip code (a high health risk zip code near the downtown area). According to the
most recent Central Florida Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA 2019) conducted by local hospitals in collaboration with behavioral health agencies, federal qualified health centers and the Florida Department of Health, the top health priorities for Orange County and especially high risk zip codes such as the 32805 zip code are: Healthy Equity, Access to Care,
Behavioral Health, and Health Weight, Nutrition and Physical Activities.
The metro area population of Orlando according to macrotrends.net is 1.9 million people. Orlando serves as the County
Seat for Orange County. At the time of the writing of this article, the total number of COVID-19 cases were almost 129,366
and the total deaths for the county were 1,214. Covid-19 has NOT stopped outreach ministry at the Mount Sinai Orlando
Church but rather catapulted it to another critical level of need due to already existing inequities among vulnerable communities in our church zip code of 32805. More specifically, food and housing insecurities, unemployment, and access to care
were further exasperated due to the impact of the pandemic. What was the answer to this crisis in our community? BUILDING BRIDGES…For over a year, the Mt. Sinai Community Services Ministry have prayerfully strengthen existing partnerships. Wendy Roman, Community Outreach Manager for Humana, one of Mount Sinai major partners states, “We lead with
community service first…In the last couple of years, I’ve seen the difference we can make by helping community organizations locally”.
New partnerships and volunteers were welcomed and essential to expanding the reach and increasing the capacity for transformative solutions to social determinants of health and economic instability during the pandemic crisis. “We serve as a safety net for our community members that find themselves underinsured and uninsured” stated Bakari Burns, President and CEO
of Orange Blossom Family Health Centers who provided COVID-19 testing and vaccine appointments during our outreach
events. Mt. Sinai’s goal is to address the whole person by making life sustaining services and information available to populations where they live, work, play, and pray. “Our Ministry motto is that we serve in Christ’s name; therefore, whatever we
offer must enhance health and wellness for mind, body and spirit”, states Dr. Derrick Moffett, Senior Pastor of Mt. Sinai
Church, Orlando.
During the pandemic, Mt. Sinai Community Services Ministry offers FREE socially distanced services directly and collaboratively with partners. These services include but are not limited to: coordinating food deliveries to homebound residents,
providing drive-up food distributions, administering Covid-19 test and vaccine, flu vaccine, HIV test, distributing facial masks
and sanitizer, and hosting large health and resource events with partners in the community. This BUILDING BRIDGES approach has the potential to make a significant collective impact (Health Education and Behavior 42[5], 654-668, 2015 ).
For more information about our Community Services Ministry and our BUILDING BRIDGES approach, please contact
our church office at: 407-298-7877.
Lesli Ahonkhai is the Mount Sinai SDA Church Community Services Ministries Leader and has over 30 years of public
health and social services experience. Lesli is also the former Assistant County Health Department Director for the Florida
Department of Health in Orange County and currently serves as a Public Health Consultant for the Health Department in Seminole County. ⁜

Dr. and Mrs. Owusu attending Mount
Sinai Drive-up Community Fair held on
March 6, 2021 and standing in support
with Dr. Moffett and Lesli Ahonkhai

Building Bridges with the Florida
Department of Health in Orange
County Strike Team members preparing for COVID-19 vaccine administration with our neighboring
church.

President and CEO of Orange Blossom Family
Health Center, Commissioner Bakari Burns
with Dr. Derrick Moffett Senior Pastor of Mt.
Sinai Orlando
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CELIAN HUNT CELEBRATES
100TH BIRTHDAY
By Millicent Taylor

Celian Adian Hunt celebrated

2020. She was born on the ismoved to the United States and
Perrine Church in Miami, Fla.,

her 100th birthday on November 03,
land of Nevis. Later in life she
has been a faithful member of the
ever since.

Because of COVID-19 Celian
with family, friends, and church
the celebration with prayer after
three verses of the song “I Love
day cards from friends and famlife. She reads daily without
memory perfect. She is able to

celebrated her birthday on zoom
members. Hyacinth Smart opened
which Celian sang from memory all
Thee Lord.” She received 100 birthily to commemorate each year of her
glasses. Her mind is intact, her
give clear history of past events.

Friends and family expressed
whelmed to be in the presence
Vonetta, stated “my grandmothhas kept her going.” Alan, her
have a grandmother who has

well wishes to Celian and were overof a centenarian. Her granddaughter,
er has a crazy sense of humor that
grandson, said he was thankful to
lived 100 years.

Celian is the “rock” of the famiand grandchildren the imite text is the fifth Command-

ly having instilled in her children
portance of serving God. Her favorment.

Her family includes son, Almenis, daughter, Lydia, grand and
great grandchildren. She loves her church family and lets us know each Sabbath. Celian is still the life of the party. Her desire is to remain faithful, to be ready to go home with her Savior when He comes. ⁜
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Mt. Pisgah Food
Pantry Increases
Distribution
By Nancy Wells

Drive-by Visits to
Super Seniors
By Carol Shirley-Smith

Saying the Covid-19 pandemic has had an impact on
the world and our community seems like an enormous understatement. While the full effect of this
virus will continue to play out and our new normal
has yet to be determined, it is certain that many are
now struggling to put food on the table.

For the past 15 years Mt. Pisgah church in Miami
Gardens, Fla., has operated a walk-in pantry that
consistently provided food to the surrounding community. However, once the pandemic hit South
Florida, Jondra Grier, director of the Pisgah Pantry,
went into crisis mode.
Working with her regular suppliers, Grier was able
to increase the amount of food she received from
them. Beginning the end of March 2020, the Pisgah
Pantry became a drive-thru, and the number of families served doubled from six hundred to twelve hundred per month. In addition, pantry volunteers deliver up to 250 bags of food per month to at-risk and
handicap individuals.
Grier knows there would be no pantry operation
without volunteers from Mt. Pisgah church, our
friends in the community and the Fountain Church in
Miami Gardens that has supported the pantry in so
many ways. She says, “I feel honored to serve with
two groups of people from churches that have a heart
for the spiritual and physical wellbeing of our community.” ⁜

Photo of Pantry
Manger Jondra
Grier
Photo taken by
Jessica Garcon

The Bethel Church in Orlando, Fla. brought

some cheer to three of their super senior couples on Sabbath afternoon, November 21,
2020, who have missed out on church services
because of the coronavirus outbreak; but, they
gave it a new twist--a drive-by caravan.

Under the direction of our super seniors director, Emma Nelson, the members parked
curbside, stood beside their cars, waved and
said hello, sang a couple of hymns, and waved
goodbye, along with honking horns. This is
the first of many visits they plan to do to show
our senior citizens, while being isolated, that
they are missed and loved by their church family.
Social-distancing guidelines were observed as
each couple waved from their drive-way. Our
drive-by greetings are just a small way of easing the anxiety and fear in this global pandemic. This was a pleasant memory to help them
get through this difficult time. ⁜

Walter and Gloria Blair celebrated Sabbath, November 21, 2020, outside their home with a drive-by visit
from the Bethel Church family in Apopka, Fla.
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Growing Food
for You and Me
By Rose A. Footman

What does one do when living in a food desert? Or
what does a person or family do if they have funds; however, cannot purchase certain fresh, raw foods because
of the distance they must travel to get to the grocery
store or farmer’s market? What are people supposed to
do when they live in a place with plenty of markets for
purchasing fresh, raw food; but, want to grow their own
heirloom or organic produce because they trust their
own planting, gardening and harvesting methods? (Ohio
University, 2020).

Ahonkhai interviewed long-time church member and avid
community-garden developer, 84-year-old Susie Spradley, who took the time, one cool day at the garden, to
extend some sage advice to anyone from the novice to
the seasoned gardener: “Clean it first…don’t expect this
to do it for you, you have to do it yourself. Then plan
what you want to plant.” Clear, concise encouragement
coated with reality. The garden does require hard work at
first; however, as the effort is expended the results of the
harvest are realized, one can enjoy the fruits and vegetables of their labor.

In the western quadrant of Orlando, Fla., this situation is
very real. Public transportation is not only available, it is
a necessity which limits what a person can access due to
the process it requires to commute. The person with
their own transportation may not face the same challenge, but they can experience a similar inability to access markets and food outlets with the best food selection. Day-to-day schedules and various commitments
make it difficult for an individual to pinpoint exactly what
can be done with their situation to affect a change.

Any number of people may participate for many hands
make light work. Make it a family, or friends-and-family,
effort. Let everyone who can participate, do so. Remember the ultimate benefit is better health which can lead to
strength and longevity. Anyone in the community who
wishes to participate in developing their own garden
needs only to contact Leslie Ahonkhai at the church’s
number, 407.298.7877. ⁜

The Mount Sinai Church’s Community Service Ministry
Director, Leslie Ahonkhai, along with staff and volunteers, have taken matters into their own hand—literally!
They have an answer, a solution which suits anyone who
would take advantage of it. They have set upon the task
of developing and cultivating space for a community garden. With heirloom and organic seeds at reasonable prices and sweat equity, anyone can join in and develop
their naturally productive space. NOTE: Heirloom seeds
are from plants that have been grown for at least 50
years and are not hybrid or genetically modified in origin;
also, organic seeds [come from plants] that are grown
without harmful pesticides, fertilizers [or] herbicides.
(Annie's Heirloom Seeds, 2021)
It goes without saying that the chief benefit received
when cultivating natural, raw foods is improved health.
Time in the fresh air and sunshine, handling the nutrient
rich soil which imparts the benefit of trace minerals to
the gardener, and the physical exertion cannot be purchased at any market or store.
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Susie Spradley prepares the soil in the Mt. Sinai
Community Garden. At 84 years old, Spradley is
still an avid community-garden developer.
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By Willie Mae Musgray and Deborah Wilson

n 1990, the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventist established the department of Women’s Ministries. Southeastern Conference’s Women’s Ministries
was then organized into 5 districts, appointing two
women’s ministries leaders in each district. So, the
year 2020 marked the 30th anniversary of Women’s
Ministries in Southeastern – time for a celebration!
The year also was the beginning of a global pandemic
– talk about a bump in the road. For nearly a year,
Mithra Williams, Women’s Ministries director, and
her staff had been planning the mammoth event. Determined not to delay the celebration, and with less
than 6 months to go, a weekend packed with face-toface activity had to be restructured into a virtual
event.
With the theme, “The Best is Yet to Come,” November 7, 2020, was a full day which celebrated the Conference’s 30 years of excellence in Women’s Ministries. The day honored leaders of the past and recognized current leaders for outstanding service to their
church and community. When asked why the event
was not delayed, Williams explained, “It is a blessing
to have reached this milestone and it deserves to be
celebrated. The pandemic will not stop ministry.”
The anniversary celebration was full of memorable
moments that will last a lifetime. The morning began
with a dynamic Sabbath School presentation led by
women’s ministries youth coordinators Ronika Dilworth, April Edwards, and Daphane Rivera. Under
the leadership of Gale Murphy, the anniversary praise
and worship team helped to usher in the presence of
the Holy Spirit. Warm greetings were extended by the
General Conference and Southern Union Women’s
Ministries directors, as well as special tributes, a powerful word preached by Dr. Kim Logan-Nowlin of
Detroit, Mich., an afternoon concert by gospel recording artist Maranda Curtis, and a formal reception to
end the celebration.
Former conference Women’s Ministries directors
were honored. Vanessa Melton, the first director,
served until 1997. Melton passed away just before
the celebration and was honored posthumously. She is
credited with laying a firm foundation to empower
15 | SEC SDA | WINTER 2020

conference women for personal growth and spiritual
development. She planned the first conference women’s retreat which would serve as a model for the future of the ministry.
The second leader, Nicole Brise, was a full-time
teacher at Miami Union Academy and a ministerial
spouse. She served the women of Southeastern for 20
years and the Adventist church for a total of 54 years.
“Her tireless efforts of nurturing and empowering
women, as well as fostering relationships in the community, have taken Women’s Ministries to much
greater heights,” Williams said about the trailblazer. “Elder Brise has preached the gospel of Jesus
Christ across the globe, winning scores of souls to the
Kingdom of God. . . she raised the bar of excellence
for all women.”
There were many successes to celebrate. The women
of Southeastern were making a difference, even during a pandemic. During an awards ceremony several
received recognition in categories including: Outstanding Nurturer, Outstanding Empowerment, Outstanding Outreach, and Above and Beyond, echoing
the primary goals of the ministry to “nurture, empower, and reach out.”
The SECTV program “No Limits” began its second
season during the anniversary with a special celebratory program airing. “No Limits” first aired on Mother’s Day, May 10, 2020. Developed as a means to
keep women connected to the ministry and one another, it has evolved into an empowerment tool,
broaching challenging topics relevant to women not
just in the church but in the broader community as
well. It can be seen weekly on Sabbath afternoons at
4:00 p.m. on Southeastern Conference’s Facebook
page and YouTube channel.
Under the current leadership, Southeastern Conference Women’s Ministries has begun a bold new adventure in ministry. Drawing on 30 years of excellent service, truly the best is yet to come. ⁜

By Robert Moore Jr., SEC/ACS Director

Psalms 24:4, “He that hath clean hands, and a pure
heart, who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor
sworn deceitfully.”

On 1/27/21 we were contacted by Monty Jacobs, Director of the Global Mission work for Advent Health
Systems in Altamonte Springs Fla., informing us that
they had ordered more hand sanitizer than they could
use and wanted to donate pallets of excess to nonprofit organizations. This was a great blessing because hand sanitizer is still a great need in our communities when it comes to infection control.

In conclusion, I’d like to share a quote from one of
my favorite poets -“The best part of life is not just surviving, but thriving with passion and compassion and humor and
style and generosity and kindness.”
— Maya Angelou (1928), Poet, Producer, Playwright, Director, Author. ⁜

The Southeastern Conference was proud to partner
with Advent Health Systems to deliver seven large
pallets of hand sanitizer to strategic spots around our
conference on February 24-25. Each pallet contained
2,500 (8 oz) bottles of sanitizer helping us to at least
achieve the “clean hands'' of our selected scriptural
text.
Director of Community Services Elder Robert Moore
and former ACS Director Pastor David Peay loaded
up a 26-foot Penske truck and traveled the length
and breadth of the state of Florida. They dropped off
the pallets of sanitizer from Orlando to Tallahassee,
Tallahassee to Jacksonville, Jacksonville to West
Palm, West Palm to Fort Lauderdale, and Fort
Lauderdale to Miami, and finally Miami back to Orlando.

ACS Team

At this time, Southeastern operates over 50 registered
food pantries in our conference and local directors
were notified to go to the distribution sites to pick up
sanitizer for their pantries and churches. We also distributed sanitizer to Southeastern church schools and
inner-city doctors’ offices, to be passed out to their
lower income clients.

I would like to personally thank all of the ACS Federation Presidents and SEC Pastor/Churches who
opened up their facilities to be distribution points for
the donated gift from Advent Health. I would like to
especially thank Pastor David Peay, who took the
long ride with me to “take care of God’s people.”
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Joint Venture Helped
Improve Services to
the Community

following the guidelines established by the United States
Department of Agriculture.

Tabernacle Seventh-day Adventist Church has made a
difference in Miami, Florida since it opened its doors in
1977.
On February 13th, 2021, Tabernacle Adventist Community
Service and the Albert C. Pierre Community Service Center
(ACP) dedicated its new food distribution center which
will service the community effectively and efficiently while
allowing the staff and volunteers more time to interact
with each person who walks through the
gates. The center's goal is to centralize and relocate its program from the second floor to the ground floor
in a new facility for storage of dry and refrigerated goods,
sorting and distribution. The objective is to better serve
the community, be more visible, redirect its manpower,
and eliminate unnecessary cost for maintenance and repairs.

During Hurricane Andrew, Tabernacle Adventist Community Services (CS) dived into action and has never looked
back. Under the leadership of CS Director Valerie English
and Pastor Garth Dottin, families in the Little Haiti, Little
River, El Portal, and Miami Shores community receive
food monthly. This program seeks to ensure residents
have enough food to carry them to the end of each
month. Food is supplied by partners such as Farm Share
Inc., Daily Bread, and other private contributors while
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Pastor Robert Moore, Community Service Director for the
Southeastern Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
(SEC), after hearing about the project, recommended Tabernacle ACS and ACP apply to North American Division
Adventist Community Service (NAD) for partial funding
through their Seed Grant Program. These funds helped
make this project possible by absorbing one-third of its
cost in its joint venture between ACP, SEC, and NAD.
It is through this initiative Community Service continues to
grow. Pierre’s Pantry Hot Meal Program was launched on
March 6, 2021. It is another program servicing the community by providing hot meals to those in need.
You too can help make a difference by going
to tabsda.org or acpcommunityservice.org website
and
donate in support of these needed food programs in our
community; your donation will make a difference today.
Here at Tabernacle Seventh-day Adventist Church
“Ministry is a Way of Life.” It is through this mission that
the Albert C. Pierre Community Service Center believes
our “Actions Change People” as we work together for a
better community. ⁜

- Daren K. Jairam MBA, MHC
Albert C. Pierre Community Service Center Chairman

A VISION FOR A MISSION
OF SERVICE TO STUDENTS
By: Yvonne Martin-Nicholson

It was a brand new day for the Bereans when they learned that the Community Service Department was a

beneficiary of Ethelyn Bennett's estate. Mrs. Bennett was a 101-year-old member of the Berea SDA Church
in St Augustine, Florida.
We were thankful to receive a generous donation to fund a progressive mission to help people in need; at
that time, the Inner City Ministries Department was put into action. We decided to create a scholarship fund
for disadvantaged college students in the community to assist them in their quest for an education.

We organized an event called "Dine for a Cause" at the St. Augustine Hotel and Suites located in the World
Golf Village, St Augustine, Fla., in November 2015. From that event, a liberal amount of funds were added
to the scholarship fund; and in the summer of 2016, we were able to grant our first scholarship to one college student in need. We thank God for the wisdom that He gave us to formulate such a program. When we
look into the eyes of the scholarship recipient and see their humility and gratitude, we are amply rewarded.
By the grace of God, we plan to do all we can to continue to fund this program.
In November of 2018, we organized another "Dine for a Cause" event at the St Augustine Hotel and
Suites. The Lord worked in our favor, and we were able to add to our scholarship fund. We also added
to the fund by hosting a church concert in November 2019. To date, seven students have received scholarships from this program. Scholarship eligibility is based on candidate essays stating their higher education goals and their financial needs to reach those goals.
The Lord calls people to serve in various ways. Some are called to serve in the mission field, others are
called to support with prayers and finances. We feel blessed and honored to be given this opportunity to
serve. Inner City Ministries took up the mantle, and by the grace of God, His mission will continue to succeed.
Words of Inspiration for Students
Stay focused, and let God be your guide. Pray without ceasing, and the Lord will lead. The struggle is real;
the fight is hard, and as tough as it may seem, perseverance and hard work are the way forward. Most importantly, never forget to put the Lord first.
The Berea SDA Church, Inner City Ministries, is a humanitarian agency that provides scholarships to disadvantaged students for a worthy cause. The program receives funds from church members, civic leaders,
humanitarian and religious-affiliated agencies, and community residents who contribute to its cause and
work towards its success.
To learn more about the program or make a donation, please visit us online at bereafl.adventistchurch.org or
by mail at Berea SDA Church 151 M L King Ave., St Augustine, FL 32084 (Attn. Inner City Ministries
Scholarship Fund). ⁜
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FIRST CHURCH SHARES
NAD SEEDS GRANT WITH COMMUNITY
By Natalie Word

At a time when families are struggling to make it on one salary or no salary. A time when chil-

dren being raised by grandparents have to be careful not to bring covid-19 into the home of the
person/s tasked with providing food, clothing, and shelter for them. At that time, First Church,
Thomasville, GA community service director, Ronnell Williams, with members of his church
family and friends, organized and worked together to feed their community. The line of cars
was continuous as 462 families lined up to receive grocery items, including dairy products, on
July 11th. That was 1,162 people (455 ages 18 and under, 472 ages 19-64, and 235 ages 65 and
over).
The church worked side by side with the police department to ensure a smooth operation. Community relations is no stranger to Assistant Police Chief Eric Hampton who has a great relationship with Williams. His presence there served to keep things under control and in order, ensuring everyone was following the rules and regulations set by the Federal Government and Georgia's mayor.
Everyone was involved in this event including children, teens, and young adults who served as
the legs that never got tired for all of the different services needed, including cleaning up. The
operation was so smooth that clean-up was minimal, allowing the setup for a wonderful lunch
prepared by one of the members.
Ronell stated he was very grateful to receive the one-time NAD SEEDS grant funding. He stated that the opportunity to serve his community was worth it, and he would do it again if given
the opportunity. "To God Be The Glory." ⁜
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PORT ST. LUCIE
COVID VACCINE PARTNERSHIP
We heard the call 498…499…500…from Pastor Wayne Hewlett as people were waiting
socially distanced in the sanctuary. Community residents, nurses, first responders, teachers and even church members were in attendance for the COVID 19 vaccination clinic. The clinics were the efforts of the PSL First and Macedonia Ft Pierce SDA district. The clinics provided first and second-round vaccinations for those within the CDC
guidelines and local and state policy. The district began this vision as a result of looking
for ways to fill the SEC standards of being a Mission-Driven church. This vision not only
encompasses spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word but also by being a church in
action. 1 John 3:18, “Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us
show the truth by our actions.” With volunteer nurses and doctors who are members of the
district churches, over 500 people have been vaccinated, with a projection to reach
700. Many testimonies and stories have been shared with the church, and there have even
been commitments from two for baptism.
The vision began with the coordination of Pastor
primary physician, Dr. Dwight Dawkins. Seeing
munity, the logistics were worked out and the
with 78 people vaccinated. After the first clinic,
courage and educate as many as could be
stream event, “To be or not to be vaccinated,”
reliable information to the public. Dr. Oteni
Nurse Practitioner Tiffany Minnis, along with
a well-informed question and answer session for
coordination of local doctors and the local
tions were secured and made available to those

Hewlett and a member, and local
the need in the church and local comfirst vaccination clinic took place
leadership recognized a need to enreached about the vaccine. A livewas broadcast to bring clarity and
Hamilton, Dr. Dwight Dawkins,
Pastor Hewlett as the Moderator led
the internet audience. With further
Crosstown Pharmacy, more vaccinain the local area.

The impact the clinics have had on the community has been varied according to
who you spoke to. “This church has been a blessing to not only me but my husband and my grandfather,” remarked a local
teacher in the community. “He has tried to get the shot as far south as Ft Lauderdale and has not been able. But we were told
by one of the church members that their church was giving vaccinations, and we just thanked God.” A worker at the local food
bank, after receiving her vaccination, asked how she could become part of the team to help work the vaccination site. These
and many more testimonies and thanks were expressed each week. Hewlett shared that all the many thanks are not for us, but
they truly belong to God. Psalm 126:3, “The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad.”
The district is continuing their efforts and mission to the community and has received support and a call from SEC President, Dr. Michael Owusu. Along with the call comes generous support from other conference ministries: Pastor Prince Lewis, youth director; Pastor
Java Mattison, literature evangelist (also shot number 500); and Pastor Mark Brown, family
life, who have driven down in support of the local effort. “As long as there is a need for the
community to become vaccinated, we will continue the effort to be the vessel and operate as
the body of Christ that is used to do so,” Hewlett pledges.
How can other places of worship participate in social integration by becoming a vaccination
clinic? Many of our members have a local family physician; these offices are registered on
Florida shots and are given a member number. This number can be used to set up vaccine
clinics in more than one location in their local area. Churches can coordinate with these local physicians and offer their facilities to accommodate the clinic. Another opportunity is to
connect with your local health department and share with them your desire to accommodate
a vaccine clinic. These clinics will yield a great opportunity to bring awareness to your local
church location. In addition, those who come to receive the vaccination usually sign in with
basic information of name, phone number, and email which can be used to make connections
for events that the church may have later. ⁜
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